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All Things Are Become New 


By Lena B. Ellingwood 


“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth.” 
—Revelation 21:1. 


H, SINCE Thy light broke in upon 
my vision, 
That heavenly radiance makes all 
things new; 
A deeper beauty in the sunset’s splendor, 
A shining wonder in each drop of dew. 


There is a new-born tenderness for 
others, 
A faith that bids unrest and worries 
cease, 
And a new sense of Thy abiding presence 
Which fills my soul with gratitude and 
peace. 
we 


Revival and Joy 


Joy departs when sin enters. There 
may be a superficial happiness, hut not 
that deep, abiding joy which is the fruit 
of.the Spirit. The prayer, “Restore unto 
me the joy of thy salvation,” is of no 
avail until there has been confession and 
repentance, as there was in David’s case. 
The relationship between joy and revival 
was well stated by A. I. Garrison in the 
Prayer Circular (a pocket-size periodical 
edited by D. Samuel of Madras, India). 
“True spiritual joy,” he wrote, “is vitally 
connected with a clear conscience and 
a clean heart. Revival begins with con- 


. 


viction, confession, repentance, and faith, 
and results in cleansing, joy, unity, and 
blessing.” Then he tells of having at- 
tended one of the great Sialkot Conven- 
tions in the Punjab some years ago. The 
Scottish kirk “was a sacred place where 
John Hyde had wept and interceded for 
revival an@ victory.” “We noted that 
when prayer was turned to praise,” con- 
cludes Mr. Garrison, “there were definite 
results in the meetings, and in turn those 
revived would also be filled with praise. 
May God grant that we may be given 
grace to pray through until we and ours 
are revived and rejoicing.” And many 
an American heart will breathe a fer- 
vent “Amen !” to this prayer from India. 


Pd 


A Happy Christian Home 


What makes a happy Christian 
home? Christ must be the Head, if all is 
to go well; and certainly there must 
be real love between husband and wife, 
and between father and mother and chil- 
dren. Then there are many other little 
and big things that help to build a 
wholesome, happy family. But there are 
seven practical, outward things which 
are very important, These are (1) daily, 
personal Bible reading by all who can 


read and understand; (2) daily, personal 
prayer; (3) daily faraily prayers; (4) 
tithing; (5) witnessing for Christ, by 
word of mouth and the prayerful, tactful 
distribution of well-chosen literature; 
(6) regular work in a local church and 
Sunday school; (7) hospitality, espe- 
cially to Christian workers, as far as the 
strength of the mother and the means 
and space of the household permit. These 
seven habits may seem very elementary 
and very obvious to many Christian 
parents. But where a home is not as 
happy and useful as it should be, it is 
quite possible that one or more of these 
practices has been neglected. If the 
family schedule seems too crowded to 
allow room for them, let the father and 
mother together ask God’s guidance as 
to the length of time and the best hour 
of the day for each one. If these rules 
are followed, it will be found that some 
problems simply vanish, and others can 
be worked out in a short time with much 
less trouble than formerly. When a 
family makes the Bible its cornerstone, 
unitedly casts its burdens on the Lord, 
serves Him with gladness, and opens its 
doors to.His servants, it will begin now, 
as Moses promised the Israelites (Deut. 
11:21), to know “the days of heaven 
upon the earth.” 


My Debt to the Sunday Shoal 


By a Frequent Contributor 


WHILE ago my oldest boy came 

home from school with this story. 

He had walked home with an- 

other lad, and, as they talked together 

in chum fashion, the other boy had said: 

“You can be glad you have a father 
like yours.” 


“Just why?” asked my boy, somewhat 
surprised. For the minister’s son some- 
times questions his good fortune in be- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abun- 
dant in goodness and truth” (Exod. 
34:6b). 























longing to a preacher’s family, you 
know. 

“Your dad doesn’t drink, and mine 
does,” came back the other boy. 

It wasn’t that he wanted a preacher 
for his dad, but just that he wanted a 
non-drinker for a dad. He explained 
that his father contracted the drink 
habit in the last war. And now, every 
oncé in a while, he would come home 
the worse for liquor, and, in him, liquor 
brought out a mean streak. When sober, 
he was as decent and considerate as 
the average man, but drunk, he was the 
terror of his family. This lad had seen 
his father take a carving knife to attack 
his wife, the lad’s mother, and at such 
times the family would flee the house. 

So there it was, just a few doors from 
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the church, behind the walls of a trim 
little . bungalow, this bit of human 
tragedy in the family circle taking place 
and darkening the lives of mother and 
children, all because a man was addicted 
to liquor. 

But was it not John Wesley who, on 
seeing a drunken man, said, “There, but 
for the grace of God, goes John Wesley”? 
_ I thought of that as my boy told me 
of this conversation with his chum. For, 
as I look back in my own family history, 
I realize that but for the grace of God, 
I, too, might today be a victim of the 
liquor habit. For just such scenes as 
those described by this lad used to take 
place in the boyhood home of my father. 
His father, my grandfather, during the 
years when his family was growing up, 
was addicted to liquor. Decent enough 
when sober, he, too, became mean and 
violent when drunk. My father, as a 
boy, knew what it was to see his dad 
come home drunk and sweep the eve- 
ning meal, that stood ready on the table, 
smashing to the floor. My dad, as a 
boy, knew what it was to suffer lack of 
food, and shoes, and clothing, not be- 
cause they could not have been pro- 
vided, but because what should have 
provided these needs of the family often 
went recklessly in drink. My dad, be- 
cause of this liquor-caused poverty, had 
to go to work at a tender age, after only 
some five years of schooling. All his 
life he felt the handicap of this, and so 
did we, his children, for he could have 
provided us a better home and better 
advantages, if he had only had a decent 
chance himself in his youth. So the 
iniquities of the grandfather were vis- 
ited upon the children to the third gen- 
eration. 

But the grace of God intervened. The 
drinking habits of my grandfather might 
have been taken up by his sons, and 
by their sons, but the grace of God broke 
in, and it was mediated through the 
Sunday school. 

Though he never went to church, and 
through his drinking failed in part of 
his parental responsibility, my grand- 
father let his children attend Sunday 
school, as the mother of the home en- 
couraged them to do. And in the Church 
of England Sunday school, to which my 
father went as a boy, he came under the 
godly influence of an English gentle- 
woman who won him to Christ. So, 
because he surrendered himself to Christ 
in his late teens, my father never con- 
tracted the liquor habit, despite the bad 
example of his father. My father lived 
cleanly all his days, because in youth 
he came to know and trust the pure Son 
of God as his Saviour and Lord. Find- 
ing Christ, he found the inspiration and 
the power for clean living, and when he 
set up his own home, it was a Christian 
home. 

Thus I had the immeasurable advan- 
tage of being nurtured in a godly home, 
an advantage that far outweighed the 


disadvantage of the comparative pov- 
erty of our home. But if it had not been 
for the influence of the Sunday school, 
if it had not been for that godly woman 
who led my father to: Christ, if it had 


not been for the grace,of God, how dif- 


ferent the story might have been! My 
father might have followed his father, 
and I might have walked the same path- 
way, too. But, instead, my boyhood 
home knew nothing ‘of thc bane of 
liquor, because Christ was there, and 
Christ and clean living go hand in hand. 

If it hadn’t been for the Sunday 
school—! I owe a‘ debt to the Sunday 
school as an institution, just as do thou- 
sands upon thousands of others. In the 
Sunday school my father found Christ, 
and that gave me the blessing of a Chris- 
tian home. So I thank God for the Sun- 
day school. I believe in the Sunday 
school, I began to teach inethe Sunday 
school before I was out of my teens. I 
won my first soul to Christ from my 
early Sunday school class, and I have 
maintained an active interest in the Sun- 
day school ever since I became a pastor. 
I know what the Sunday school was 
used of God to do for my boyhood home, 
and I know it can do similar things for 
other homes. God be praised for the 
Sunday school, and its mighty power 
for good in the lives of all who come 
under its influence! Let Christians sup- 
port the Sunday school. Let the churches 


(Continued on page 132) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Christ's Words to His Mother 
at Cana 


As a steady reader of Tre Sunpay 
Scuoo. Tres for a number of years I 
find it a most helpful and reliable Christian 
publication. And each week I thoroughly 
enjoy reading William H. Ridsway's “The 
Busy Men’s Corner.” Never do I fail to 
receive something of value frzin it. 

But in the lesson for January 9, Mr. 
Ridgway makes a blunder which, if ac- 
cepted, not only obscures several great 
truths, but also casts a shadow upon the 
accuracy of all the major versions of the 
Bible. Referring to Jesus’ conversation 
at the wedding at Cana, where the Lord 
says to His mother, “Woman, what have 
I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet 
come,” Mr. Ridgway says: ‘What He said 
to His mother is not properly translated. 
As printed it sounds unkind. I would 
translate it, ‘Mother, watch Me when the 
time comes.’” 

The simple fact is that, whether or not 
it sounds unkind, it is exactly what Jesus 
said, and the Greek text absolutely for- 
bids any modification of the statement. 
In fact, Broadus states that Jesus’ reply 
expresses “a mild repulse,” while Godet 
says that it indicates “firmness which goes 
even to the point of severity.” 

It is significant that Jesus does not even 
use the word “Mother,” but the word 
“Woman,” a term of respect to be sure, 
but one which gives Mary to understand 
that in the ministry which Jesus has just 
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any part to play. Sometime later when 
Mary expresses concern for His héalth 
He emphasizes this changéd relationship 
as He asks, “Who is my mother? and 
who are my brethren?” (Matt. 12:48). 
Then, too, this thought is borne by 
His question, “What have I to do ith 
thee?” or more literally, “What is there 
between me and thee?” Light is thrown 
on the meaning of this query when we 
recall that this identical question was 
asked of Jesus by the demons inhabiting 
the two men of Gadara (Matt. 8:29). 
These talled out to Jesus, saying, “What 
have we to do with thee?” Quite ob- 
viously they had nothing in common 
with our blessed Lord, and they said so 
by the use of this question. And by using 
this expression as He speaks to His mother, 
Jesus is trying to teach her that she 
must henceforth recognize in her son the 
servant of Jehovah, and of Jehovah only. 
She no longer has any influence over Him. 
Space forbids.more than a mere men- 
tion of “mine hour,” but it means far 
more than merely the opportune time for 
working the miracle of the wine, as Mr. 
Ridgway implies. Undoubtedly His “hour” 
here, as in those other places where John 
mentions it, is the great hour of His Mes- 
sianic manifestation, the hour of His vi- 
carious death, burial, and resurrection. 
So whether or not it sounds unkind, we 
must see in this passage that Jesus is be- 
ginning to break all natural family ties 
in order that He might establish a spir- 
itual family to which He can point and 
say, “My mother and my brethren are 
these which hear the word of God, and 
do it” (Luke 8:21).—A Georgia minister. 


The three paragraphs in Mr. Ridgway’s 
lesson article referring to these words 
are as follows: 


Saving folks was the Lord Jesus’ great- 
est joy,—and saving situations were in 
the same class. Take that wedding at 
Cana. What He said to His mother is 
not properly translated. As printed it 
sounds unkind. I would translate it, 
“Mother, watch Me when the time comes,” 
and no doubt a smile went with it. 

The “time” revealed such refreshment 
as the folks had never before tasted. The 
man that looked after the wedding, I 
expect we would call him the “caterer,” 
was enthusiastic about it (John 2:9, 10). 

Don’t you think our Lord in His hu- 
manity enjoyed the situation just as you 
would if you should ever be called upon 
to save something from shame and em- 
barrassment? 


The correspondence was referred to 


Mr. Ernest Gordon, because of his thor- 
ough knowledge of New Testament 


Greek, and he makes this comment: 
“This is a fine letter of Mr. M. He is 


a hundred per cent right and Mr. Ridg- 
way is wrong. The text must be faced 


as it stands and no paraphrase or cir- 
cumlocution can stand. 

*“T deal with just this point in the open- 
ing pages of ‘Christ, the Apostles, and 
Wine.” [Mr. M’s letter] confirms my 
exegesis of the passage although Mr. M 
does not go on to my conclusion. I 
think he might if the matter were called 


to his attention.” 


Mr. Gordon here refers to a very re- 
markable and thorough study of his own 
on the whole subject of wine in the New 
Testament, which will be published as a 
series of articles in later issues of the 


begun, her title of mother has no longer - TIMES. 
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Should We Teach Nature Study in the 


Sunday School? 
By HOWARD M. LEHN 


ROM time to time in my Christian 

life and ministry I have known 

teachers who have become so 
thrilled over the revelation of God in 
nature that they have almost entirely 
neglected to teach the God of the Bible. 
Last summer I attended a conference for 
Vacation Bible School teachers and 
leaders in our locality. The one who 
presided over the morning session told 
us how we could teach Primary chil- 
dren about “God in the trees,” “God 
in the flowers,” “God in the birds and 
animals,” and so on, even suggesting 
that the child might be interested in 
learning about “God in the electric 
train.” I listened impatiently, hoping 
that she would eventually give some 
hints on teaching the Bible stories. and 
the way of salvation. I was hardly pre- 
pared, however, for the conclusion that 
such teaching was so much better than 
Bible stories for small children, because, 
for example, “Every child in our city has 
probably been to the zoo and. knows 
what would happen to anyone put into 
a den of lions.” I could contain myself 
no long@r, so said, “If you teach the 
miracle of God’s keeping power, the 
youngest child will have no difficulty 
in believing the story of Daniel in the 
den of lions.” The leader disgustedly 
remarked that someone always starts an 
argument on ‘technicalities, and changed 
the subject. She went on with her 
nature studies, while I left early. 


What Does Nature Teach? 


Extreme as this case may be, it is not 
an isolated case. Teachers who may not 
be openly antagonistic to the Bible, as 
in the above case, often take up the 
major portion of the class period in talk- 
ing of birds, bees, and evergreen trees 
to the point where the Bible and the 
plan of salvation are almost crowded 
out. Much of our Sunday school liter- 
ature is so filled with nature stories that 
it tends to lead the class in that direc- 
tion. Unlike the mother of Timothy who 
taught her son the holy Scriptures “from 
a child,” the modern way seems to teach 
him nature as a-child, hoping that he 
will stay in Sunday school long enough 
to learn the Scriptures at a later year. 

This has been a matter of much prayer 
and study on my part. No Christian 
can deny that there is a revelation of 
God in nature. However, the one who 
has found salvation, joy, and guidance 
in the Scriptures cannot but find this 
nature study unsatisfying. I sought the 
answer to these two questions: “To 
what extent is nature a revelation of 


How we may find a true pattern for teach- 
ing in the 19th Psalm 


God?” and “In what way is the Bible a 
more complete revelation of God and 
salvation?” The early portion of the Nine- 
teenth Psalm sheds abundant light upon 
these two questions. I share with you 
what I learned of the two revelations, 
“God in nature” and “God in the Bible.” 

First of all, the Nineteenth Psalm tells 
us what nature does reveal about God. 
The first verse, “The heavens declare the 
glory of God; and the firmament shew- 
eth his handywork,” reminds us that the 
greatness of the universe, the power of 
yonder sun, and the beauty and won- 
ders of creation all testify to the glory, 
might, and majesty of the God whom we 
serve. 


Nature’s Revelation Incomplete 


Verse 2, “Day unto day uttereth speech, 
and night unto night sheweth knowl- 
edge,” speaks to. us of the constancy of 
this revelation of God. There never has 
been a time when He was silent. . Verse 
3, “There is no speech nor language, 
where their voice is not heard,” speaks 
of the universality of this revelation. 
No one has ever been entirely without 
witness, The following three verses 
speak further of the might and majesty 
of His creation. So we must recognize 
that in nature we do have a partial 
revelation of God. 

However,—and may we not forget 
this,— nature does not give the com- 
plete revelation of God which the heart 
craves. Nature does not speak of His 
holiness, His hatred of sin, and His heart 
of love. Nature does not tell of His 
unchangeableness, for creation is con- 
stantly changing and the hand of nature 
may be for you one day and seem to be 
against you the next. Nature does not 
take us into the eternal past and tell 
us where we came ftom, nor allow us 
to look into the future to see where we 
are going. Nature is entirely silent re- 
garding the greatest fact of all, that God 
so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son to die upon the cross for our 
sins and that through Him all who will 
may be eternally saved. 

No wonder the Psalmist makes an 
abrupt change in the seventh verse from 
speaking of creation to tell us of the 
wonders of the Word of God. “The law 
of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple.” Where the 
grandest scenery could not change the 
heart of man, the entrance of the Word 
of God can bring him into an experi- 
ence of the new birth in Christ. And 
where human wisdom is so changeable, 
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contradictory, and disappointing, even 
the simple find sure wisdom for all of 
life’s needs in the Word of the Lotd. ' ~ 

Verse 8 tells us that “the statutes of 
the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: 
the commandment of the Lord is pure; 
enlightening the eyes.” Thousands have 
testified that there is no joy to compare 
with the joy of salvation, and: there is 
no other source of heart purity aside 
from the blessed Word. Verse 9; “The 
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for 
ever: the judgments of the Lord- are 
true and righteous altogether,” reminds 
us that godly fear leads to the fountain 
of cleansing, and that though we may 
not understand all the happenings in 
the world about. us, we can rest in the 
assurance that all of God’s dealings are 
absolutely wise and just, and thus our 
heart can peacefully trust at all times. 

We come to the unmistakable conclu- 
sion that without the Word there can 
be no comp révelation of God, no 
satisfying revelation of God, no saving 
revelation of ‘God. Only the Word can 
transform lives, ‘bring peace and joy at 
all times, and most of all assure, us of 
eternal life. FEr 

So may God save us from the error 
of using the precious time and oppor- 
tunities of ructing impressionable 
little minds to teach them the secondary 
things, when we ought to teach the more 
important things. Nature will furnish 
us with illustrations, to be sure, but only 
the Word can satisfy. Nature reveals 
His creation; we need to know His sal- 
vation. Nature reveals His glory; our 
sinful hearts must have His mercy. 
Nature reveals His provisions for our 
bodily needs; our souls need His love. 


As a Bridge Tender Saw It 


Allow me to close with an illustration. 
While attending the Bible Institute in 
Seattle, Wash., I went each Sunday for 
some weeks to preach in the city of 
Mukilteo. I usually caught the morning 
train on the outskirts of the city, and 
while waiting for it I often walked out 
on the railroad bridge over the Lake 
Washington Canal and visited with. the 
drawbridge operator. One morning the 
rising sun was shining in unusual beauty 
over the canal. He called my attention 
to its splendor and then told me that 
the beauty of creation as he viewed it 
from his vantage point high over the 
danal had convinced him beyond a doubt 
that there is a God. Then he went on 
to tell me that an old man living in a 
shack below had come up to him, and 
from the Bible had shown him the way 
of salvation. Through nature he learned 
that there is a God. But through the 
Bible message he learned to know the 
Lord Himself, and to, rejoice in salvation 
through Jesus Christ. 

The advice of Paul to Timothy is not 
only appropriate for preachers, but for 
Sunday school teachers as well: “Preach 
the word.” 


NatTionaL Crry, Cauir. 
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How Do You Do It in Your Sunday School? 


Practical plans that have been worked out in actual experience 





A Teacher's Library 
By Perley R. Wade 


FOUND it hard always to find the 

poem, picture, handwork pattern, or 
other material wanted for my depart- 
ment of the Sunday school, which was 
the Beginners class, especially those used 
but once a year. After much thought 
and various experiments, I formed my 
“Teacher’s Library.” 

I purchased at the five-and-ten-cent 
store the largest blank books I could 
find, one for each month, and pasted a 
label on the front of the book, writing 
on it the name of one month of the year. 
Into these books I pasted all poems and 
stories cut from magazines, and all songs 
‘and other materials appropriate to that 
special month. When it was impossible 
to cut and paste, I copied or drew them 
in the book. Whenever possible I fast- 
ened the patterns for sewing cards, or 
tracing and coloring, with stickers, so 
they could be removed, used, and then 
replaced in the book. As time went on 
I had two and sometimes three books 
for some of the months. 

After.a while I found it advisable to 
have some “general” month-books as 
well, for songs, and the like, used all 
through the year. 

In the afternoon of the last Sunday 
in the month, I replaced any patterns 
taken from the book or books for that 
month, and put them away until needed 
again. At the same time, the books for 
the coming month were taken out, and 
I spent several hours looking them over 
and selecting and marking material for 
the coming month. 

After a few years I had a valuable 
library — one easily handled — and never 
had to spend any time hunting through 
boxes, or drawers, for mislaid material. 

MELROSE, Mass. 

ve 


Recognition for the Faithful 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


UR school held a special service in 
January honoring those who had 
been present at least forty Sundays dur- 
ing the preceding year. There were 
special honors for those who had missed 
no Sundays at all and honorable men- 
tion for those who had attended be- 
tween forty and fifty-two Sundays. 
We sent post card invitations to every 
family in the Sunday school not pres- 
ent when the announcement of this serv- 
ice was made in the school, asking them 
to be present and help us do honor to 
these faithful ones. We asked every 








Last August The Sunday School 
Times asked its readers to, tell how: 
they had succeeded in evercoming 
such perennial Sunday school prob- 
lems as lateness among pupils. and 
teachers, holding attention in. class, 
making opening exercises interest- 
ing, bringing back absentees, increas- 
ing attendance, and conducting De- 
cision Day services. The articles 
given on this and the following pages 
were among the replies received. 








person present to hear the oral an- 
nouncement to be sure the announce- 
ment’ was carried home,to any of their 
family not present on that day. 

As a result of this publicity we had an 
attendance on Recognition Day of nearly 
four hundred, almost a hundred more 
than our average good Sunday. At this 
service much was made of the idea of 
regular attendance. Those who had at- 
tained fine records were asked to tell 
how they had accomplished this. Many 
told of quite heroic efforts to be present, 
in spite of difficulties, that would have 
put many of us to shame. 

The need and importance of keeping 
children in Sunday school as regularly 
as they are kept in public school was 
explained and stressed, so that parents 
present might get the benefit of the 
thought. 

The result was a much better attend- 
ance all through the winter than we had 
been having of late years. 

Bou.pDer, COoLo. 


Reading Together 
By Chester E. Shuler 


ESPONSIVE reading forms an im- 

portant part in many opening serv- 
ices in Sunday schools, It gives every- 
one an opportunity to participate in the 
exercises. The only trouble is that so 
often folks do not read together. There 
are “stragglers” who reach the end of 
a sentence a bit late and other readers 
who read too rapidly. Thus the effect 
of concerted effort is marred. 

One superintendent, noting this defect 
in the service, hit upon an effective 
remedy. 

He asked everyone 4o read very slowly, 
and to pause unusually long at each 
punctuation mark. This was done one 
or two Sunday mornings, until all had 
caught the idea and formed the habit. 
By pausing longer than usual at each 
mark, the stragglers caught up and the 
rapid readers were held in check. A 


sort of rhythm. was established. In a 
short while all were reading at a uni- 
form rate. When this habit had become 
fixed, it was possible to read concertedly 
at an almost normal speed. 

But another benefit was noted —the 
slower pace gave more time to take 
careful note of the Scriptural message. 
There was no “hurrying over” the pas- 
sages, and a greater reverence resulted. 

A fair trial of this plan in any school 
will prove worth while. 

HARRISBURG, Pa. 

we 


A Good Friday Service 
for Children 


By Hedwig Stehli 


HERE are many services for adults 
on Good Friday, but seldom any- 
thing for the children, though the movies 
and other amusements keep their doors 
open for them all afternoon and evening. 
(Good Friday this year is on April 7.) 
A few years ago the Tabor Lutheran 
Evangelical Church in Philadelphia 
started having a simple children’s serv- 
ice from two to three o’clock. on Good 
Friday afternoon. The following plan 
of service has been used: 


Regular Sunday school opening service. 

Greeting, and explanation of the mean- 
ing of Good Friday by pastor or 
superintendent. 

Hymn. 

Selection by Junior Choir. 

Story of the Lord Jesus’ last hours on 
earth, from the Last Supper until 
He was taken by the soldiers in the 
Garden. (Can be read or told.) 

Hymn. 

Story continued, from the trial until 
the laying of the Lord’s body in the 
tomb. : 

A moment of silent prayer and medi- 
tation on what He has done for us. 

The Lord’s Prayer and dismissal. 

This service has been a great blessing, 
and the attendance is increasing each 
year. Mothers are also coming with 
their small children, and the day itself 
has taken on a new meaning for the 
children. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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When Pupils Make Their Plans 


By Jennie E. Stewart 
E HAVE been able to maintain at 
least a thirty per cent higher aver- 
age attendance in our Junior, Interme- 
diate, and Young People’s departments 
since we started using the conference 
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plan for conducting, department and 
class activities. 
We hold a supper conference for each 


department once a month. © The classes; 


select their own delegates to the con- 
ferences—one, two, or three delegates 
each, depending on the size of the class. 
No delegates are elected twice in succes- 
sion, so there is opportunity for all pupils 
to sit in. conference at least once or 
, twice a year, or oftener. Each delegate 
brings a dish for the potluck supper, so 
there is no expense involved for classes 
or departments. 

Duringsthe meal there is fun and sing- 
ing. After supper the group goes into 
conference. Pupils suggest plans and 
the whole crowd discusses them, though 
superintendents and teachers seldom of- 
fer any suggestions unless asked for 
their opinions by members of the dele- 
gation. Few plans are adopted at these 
conferences. Classes take them up in 
class business meetings and modify or 
elaborate them to fit their individual 
needs, or reject them altogether. Super- 
intendents and their assistants take some 
of the best suggestions—those that 
seemed especially popular with the dele- 
gation—and adapt them to their pro- 
gram, after first permitting the whole 
department in assembly to vote on them. 

In this way the pupils feel that the 
work of the department is really plan- 
ned by them, and to suit the majority. 
Classes benefit by the best ideas of all 
combined, and can at the same time use 
their own tastes and judgments in se- 
lecting a working plan for their own 
use. As a result they are satisfied, in- 
terested, and responsive to a degree they 
never were before. 


Bovu.per, CoLo. 
we 


Getting and Holding Attention 
in Class 
By Katherine Clark 


HILE I have taught for about thirty 

years, I have had an unusual ex- 
perience in teaching in the last five 
years. I gave up my regular class be- 
cause of illness, and when I was again 
able to teach, was asked to be a sub- 
stitute teacher. I found myself teaching 
young men and women, as well as boys 
and girls of all ages, most of the time 
not knowing whom I was to teach until 
almost class time. I believe the Lord has 
definitely led me in this type of teaching. 
There seems to be a great need in the 
Sunday school for someone to be ready 
to stand in the gap. 

There are three things that the Lord 
helped me to see and that I believe we 
need to realize in order to be good 
teachers. 

First, we must love God’s Word our- 
selves. Like David in Psalm 119:97, we 
need to say from our nearts, “O how love 
I thy law! it is my meditation. all the 
day.” Again, Psalm 119: 103, “How sweet 


are thy words unto my taste! Yea; 
sweeter than honey to my mouth!” 
There is a saying that we cannot sell to 
others what we are not sold on our- 
selves. It is very true in this case. 

Second, we need to realize that the 
Holy Spirit is the real Teacher through 
us. We need to study and meditate 
thoroughly on the Word we are to teach. 
We can then rely upon the Holy Spirit 
to bring to our remembrance the 
thoughts that He can apply to the hearts 
that are before us. John 14:26: “But 
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, what- 
soever I have said unto you.” 

Third, we need to see in every lesson 
a way to apply it to the understanding 
of those before us. “So they read in the 
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book in the law of God distinctly, and 
gave the sense, and caused them to un- 
derstand the reading” (Neh. 8:8). The 
Word of God, we know, is food for our 
souls as we are told in Deuteronomy 
8:3b: “Man doth not live by bread only, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of the Lord doth man live.” 
We need to make those we teach hungry 
for the things of God, applying to hearts 
and illustrating in words the things that 
are real in our own hearts. The Lord 
Jesus took the things of everyday : life 
and made them mean so much more be- 
cause of spiritual applications. 

Just so, I believe the Word can be 
brought to every age. When I fail to 
hold the attention of any group, it seems 
I can always see where I lacked in one 
of these things. 


EVANSVILLE, IND. 


Solving Superintendents’ Puzzles 


Overcoming lateness, inattention,— and some other problems 


N READING over your questions, I 
am reminded of a Sunday school 
which I superintended some years ago, 
and I look back on it as one of the most 
successful schools we have ever had. I 
say “we,” for my husband has been a 
Presbyterian minister for many years, 
and my son is now a Presbyterian min- 
ister, and I have conducted Vacation 
Bible schools and reorganized Sunday 
schools, and am now conducting a Sun- 
day school in a defense area near a large 
airport. 
In the first place, let me say that a 
number of these questions are auto- 
matically answered when the whole 
school is on a co-operative basis with 
consecrated officers and teachers praying 
and working together. I believe if a 
school can get established and running 
on such a basis, there is no limit to 
where that school may go in spiritual 
victories in reaching boys and girls for 
Christ. To me this is the fundamental 
issue, and one that I pray will be real- 
~ized in more of our Sunday schools. 
How to overcome lateness?—Interest 
always draws, and a lagging on the part 
of the teacher or pupil many times shows 
a lack of interest. I have been at the 
school a half hour before time of open- 
ing preparing for my classes, and I find 
children come early rather than late 
when they are interested. For the 
teachers, a pre-prayer service of fifteen 
minutes before will get them there, 
when all the teachers meet for prayer, 
which is most essential; for the chil- 
dren, several reminders may be needed, 
such as an “I am early” card or “I am 
late” card, and after awhile these are 
not necessary. } 
How to get and hold attention in class? 
—THOROUGH PREPARATION is the first 


By JESSIE BARTLETT HESS 


requisite for the teacher, in prayer and 
study. If. the teacher is hesitant, the 
child will be restless. If the teacher 
“knows her stuff,” so to speak, or better 
said, if she has studied to show herself 
approved unto God, and gives forth the 
lesson depending upon the Holy Spirit, 
nine times out of ten the attention of 
the child will be arrested, and to the 
tenth case, sometimes a word has to be 
spoken. 

Making the opening exercises interest- 
ing.—Again, this must be well prepared, 
and given by someone who knows the 
Lord and has gifts of presentation. The 
children love to sing. Sometimes a class 
may be appointed to give a Scripture 
verse or verses learned the Sunday be- 
fore. Let your Christian boys and girls 
have a little expression of their talents 
by singing or playing some instrument. 
A visual lesson often proves helpful. I 
have used Scripture posters for a series 
of days explaining them with Bible 
verses, and at the end of ten or twelve 
times I have taken a vote of the school 
as to the one that had the best message. 
I had told them when I presented the 
first one that I was going to do this. It 
was surprising to see the interest mani- 
fested, and they would say to me before 
the opening, “What are you going to show 
us today?” ‘The choice one school made 
was that of the three crosses on Calvary. 

Bringing back absentees and increas- 
ing attendance—I have put these two 
together. First, let me say, my children 
have been my best advertisers. I call 
them, “His missionaries,” and when a 
new child has been brought, I call for 
both to arise, the one who brought the 
child and the new, one, and make much 
of the missionary. Personal visitation is 
necessary in both cases. I asked three 
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new children who had invited them. 
They said: “That man [pointing] brought 
us a card.” I said, “That man is my 
husband, and I wrote the card.” It was 
an attractive card of invitation taken 
to the home, 

Conducting Decision Day services.— 
In the school to which I referred at the 
beginning of this article, we had the best 
method I have ever used. Our Decision 
Day did not come once a year, but about 
every four months. When the Decision 
Day came, the school met in classes for 
a short period; then we would assemble, 
—older Juniors, Intermediates, Seniors, 
and Adults. I would take a portion of 
Scripture, which after prayer I felt was 
what the Holy Spirit wanted for that 
day, and would present the claims of 
Christ, using, of course, simple illustra- 
tions and making plain the Scriptures. 
I would then give the invitation for all 
those who wanted to accept Christ as 
their Saviour to raise their hands. These 
children had had previous instruction 
by consecrated teachers, who had met 
with me in prayer and preparation for 
this day. The children who raised their 
hands would go into the pastor’s study 
during the singing of an appropriate 
hymn where the Session was assembled. 
These men would talk to them and ques- 


Increasing Attendance 


tion them and pray with them. The 
boys and girls would then be taken into 
the church at the next communion ‘serv+ 
ice. When we left that church I asked 
on the last Sunday how many had come 
to Christ through the Sunday school, 
and our hearts were made glad when 
the boys and girls stood in response to 
this question. We praise the Lord, for 
it is “God [who] gave the increase.” 

True personal work must be prompted 
by the Spirit of God, and even though 
it is feebly done, the Lord will use every 
effort to bring in others; and every 
Christian man or woman, boy or girl, 
can invite someone else and trust God 
to use humble efforts for His glory. 

We have had many methods for many 
years telling us how to conduct our Sun- 
day schools, and the schools have been 
decreasing according to recent statistics. 
Our schools need to be energized by 
God’s Spirit with consecrated teachers 
and officers, I use raethods and shall 
continue to use them, but I don’t ever 
want to depend upon methods. They 
must have their proper place, which is 
secondary, and prayer and earnest Bible 
study and learning at the feet of my 
blessed Lord must come first, 


Jackson Heicuts, L, L, N. Y, 


The value of visits, telephone calls, cards, 


and variety 


By MRS, FRANK HAMILTON 


Mrs. Frank Hamilton has the rather unusual distinction of having taught in 


Sunday school for over 60 years. 


She has worked among Beginners, 


Primaries, Juniors, and the mothers, and for the last ten years has had the 
Primary Class in the Church of St. John’s by the Sea, Ventnor, N. J. Her 
suggestions, therefore, come from the school of hard experience. 


NE of the best ways of increasing 

attendance is to have so attractive 
and. interesting a Sunday school hour 
that children will not be willing to miss 
being present. 

Each week the teacher should go over 
the attendance roll noting every ab- 
Sentee; a card or flowers should be sent, 
or a call should ‘be made on a child 
who is ill. If a pupil has been absent 
twice, a card, telephone call, or a. per- 
sonal call should be made. While just 
ordinary postcards are helpful, more at- 
tractive ones may be made at little ex- 
pense, Just a plain card, with a one-cent 
stamp, and some attractive sticker on the 
correspondence side will answer. Very 
pretty ones may be had from Sunday 
school supply stores. A child delights 
to receive some communication through 
the mail; let him know he is missed. 

Calling is most important, even on 
tegular pupils and especially new chil- 
dren, as soon as they enter the class. 
The parents appreciate the interest 
shown in their child, and the bond be- 
tween mother and teacher is made the 


stronger. If the mother is not a Chris- 
tian, give a copy: of Johiu’s Gospel and 
ask her to read the stories from it to 
the child; a soul may thus be won fer 
all eternity. 

Often some slight matter that has kept 
the child away may be thus easily ad- 
justed and the absentee returned. Call- 
ing should never be neglected if a class 
is to grow in membersuip. Invite the 
mothers to visit the class that they may 
see for themselves what a child is miss- 
ing if not present. The mothers of the 
boys might be invited to the class as 
visitors for one Sunday and the mothers 
of the girls another week. 

Offer a small reward, as a ten-cent 
Bible picture or Scripture card, to any 
pupil who will bring back an absentee, 
or procure a new pupil. 

Small cards with a picture of the 
church on one side and an invitation to 
the Sunday school on the opposite side 
may easily be carried in the pocketbook 
or handbag and given out on the street 
to children not attending Sunday school. 

During the winter season, when 
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Christmas is much in the child’s mind, 
with the side of green and brown chalk 
draw a large spreading tree on a sheet 
of cardboard, and fasten it to the wall. 
Each child bringing a new child or re- 
turning an absent child is allowed to 
place a sticker candle on the tree, Ina 
small class each child might be allowed 
to place a candle for his own attendance, 
as well, 

A mother’s class is also helpful, in se- 
curing attendance. As the mother be- 
comes interested in her own class she 
will make sure that hef own children, 
and even neighbors’ children, attend the 
Sunday school, “ 

To secure a growing class means.con- 
stant vigilance on the part of the 
teacher: calls, cards, notes, and tele- 
phone calls, new songs and exercises; 
introducing variety in the weekly pro- 
gram; and then, to begin and end all, 
prayer. 

Ventnor, N. J. 


Free Gift 
By E. Edmunds 


N OLD woman was lying in bed in 
a hospital in a much-bombed town. 
Though it was visiting day, she was not 
expecting any visitors. A colporteur of 
the Christian Colportage Association 
came up to her and offered her a little 
lavender-bag made of silk and tied with 
ribbon with a small text-card attached. 
“Would you care for this?” he asked. 
“T should like it, but I’m-sorry I can’t 
afford to buy it,” she replied. 


“I’m not selling it. It is a present,” . 


he said. 

“No, and you can’t afford to pay for 
a beautiful thing like that for me either,” 
the poor old soul answered, looking with 
longing eyes at the brightly-colored, 
fragrant trifle. : 

“I’m not going to pay for it,” laughed 
the man. “A lady made some and gave 
them to me on purpose for anyone in 
this ward avho would like one as a gift.” 
With difficulty he convinced her that it 
was a free gift and for her. At last she 
accepted it with tears of joy in her eyes 
at the thought of anyone caring enough 
for her to send her “such a beautiful 
thing.” . 

In the same way, when preachers offer 
eternal life to people, many say, “I can’t 
afford to buy it. I’m not good enough. 
I could never pay for it.” But once they 
are convinced that “the gift of God is 
eternal life,” and “this life is in His Son,” 
and that when they receive the Lord 
Jesus He is God’s “unspeakable gift,” — 
then tears of joy often come with the 
glad surprise. “And when they had noth- 
ing to pay, he frankly forgave them” 
(Luke 7:42). 


HaILsHAM, Sussex, ENG. 
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MARCH 5. JESUS URGES HIS DISCIPLES TO WATCH 


Lesson 10. International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 13:1-37, printed text, Mark 13:3-10, 31-37 
Golden Text.—Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh.— Mark 13:35 


Kure James Version 


Mark 13:3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against 
the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him 
privately, 

4 Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the 
sign when all these things shall be fulfilled? 

5 And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest any 
man deceive you: 

6 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and 
shall deceive many. 

7 And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be 
ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end shall 
not be yet. 

8 For nation shall rise against. nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and 
there shall be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings 
of sorrows. 

9 But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up 
to councils; and in the synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye 


shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, for a 
testimony against them. 
10 And the gospel must first be published among all nations. 


31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not 
pass away. 

32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 

33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the 
time is. 

34 For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who 
left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every 
man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 

35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, 
or in the morning: 

36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 

37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor ef the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


Ta stirring chapter (Mark 13) 
should be read in connection with 
Matthew 24 and Luke 21. In order 
to get the true viewpoint it should be 
remembered that the great mystery of 
the one body had not yet been revealed 
—so our Lord addressed His disciples 
as the believing remnant in Israel. A 
similar group will be found in the world 
(many in Palestine itself) in the time of 
the end (Dan. 12:4), during the dark 
days of the Great Tribulation (Dan, 12: 
1; Matt. 24:21, 22), after the present par- 
enthetical age has come to a close. We 
should not read this prophecy, therefore, 
as though addressed to the church as 
such, but rather to the faithful in Israel 
waiting for the coming again of Mes- 
siah to bring in the promised Kingdom, 
when Heaven’s authority will be ac- 
knowledged over all the earth. There 
are general principles that are applicable 
to all believers so long as Christ is ab- 
sent. But the distinctive truth of the 
Church as the body of Christ is not found 
here, nor is there any definite teaching 
as to the rapture of the saints when 
our Lord descends to the air at the close 
of this present dispensation (1 Thess. 4: 
13-18). All this belongs to a revelation 
given after the death and resurrection 
of our Lord, His ascension to Heaven, 
and the coming of the Holy Spirit to 
baptize all believers into one body (1 
Cor. 12:12). During this age, Israel, as 
a nation, is set to one side. Believers 
from among them become fellow.mem- 
bers of the body with their Gentile 


brethren. When this work of God is 
completed and the Church is raptured 
away to meet the Lord in the air, be- 
lievers in Israel will be once more on 
the same ground as when our Lord was 
here. To them this prophecy will prove 
a light to guide them in the dark days 
of Antichrist’s dominion, just preceding 
Christ’s visible return in glory. 


The Historical Setting 


As the end of His earthly ministry 
approached, Jesus Christ wept over 
Jerusalem and predicted its eventual 
destruction. This led His disciples to 
inquire as to when these things should 
be, and also what would be the sign of 
His second coming and the end of the 
age—a term that they were familiar 
with because referred to so frequently 
by the prophets. In Luke’s account the 
first question is fully answered (Luke 
21:20-24). Both Matthew and Mark pass 
this over and give rather the trend of 
the present age and the sign of Christ’s 
return —the budding of the Jewish fig 
tree —and the events that usher in the 
end of the Jewish age. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 13:3.—‘He sat upon the mount 
of Olives over against the temple.” The 
brook Kidron separated the Temple 
area from Olivet. Sitting on the mount, 
they overlooked the magnificent build- 
ings of the sanctuary, which the Lord 
Jesus had told the disciples should be 
utterly destroyed — something that must 
at first have seemed almost incredible 
to them. 

Verse 4.—“When shall these things be? 
and what shall be the sign when all 
these things shall be fulfilled?” As led 
by the Spirit, Mark does not give much 


space to the Lord’s answer to the first 
question. He simply gives certain out- 
standing circumstances which would lead 
up to it. But Mark quotes our Lord 
much more fully as to the end-time con- 
ditions immediately preceding His sec- 
ond advent. 

Verse 5.—“Jesus . .. began to say, 
Take heed lest any man deceive you.” 
It was far more important that they be 
on their guard against false prophets 
who would mislead them, than that they 
should be familiar with all the details 
of Jerusalem’s coming judgment. 

Verse 6—“Many shall come in my 
name, saying, I am Christ.” There have 
been many antichrists (1 John 2:18) all 
down throughout the dispensation. There 
were many who sought to mislead Israel 
immediately before Jerusalem’s destruc- 
tion, by professing to be divinely ap- 
pointed to bring deliverance. Against 
these, God’s children need ever to be 
warned and on the alert lest they be 
misled. 

Verse 7.—“‘Ye shall hear of wars and 
rumours of wars .'.. but the end shall 
not be yet.” It is always a mistake to 
base the expectation of the Second Advent 
upon troubled conditions: among the 
nations. God has said, “I will overturn, 
overturn, overturn it... until he come 
whose right it is” (Ezek. 21:27). This 
refers to the overturning of governmen- 
tal authority. Wars will continue in this 
sin-maddened world until Christ returns 
as Prince of Peace. No arrangements 
among the great national leaders can 
bring about a warless world while Christ 
is rejected. 

Verse 8.—“These are the beginnings of 
sorrows.” Throughout all the waiting 
period, before the final hour of tribule- 
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fires (2 Pet. 3:12; Isa. 34:4), 


_ tion comes, there will be upheavals 


among the nations and great calamities 
in the earth. But these do not in them- 
selves declare the end is upon us. They 
are but the precursors of the day of the 
wrath of the Lamb (Rev. 6:12-17) which 
ushers in the Great Tribulation in all 
its intensity. They are the inevitable 
results of sinful man’s rejection of earth’s 
rightful Ruler. 


Verse 9.—“Ye shall be brought before 
rulers and kings for my sake, for a tes- 
timony against them.” This prophetic 
declaration of the long martyrdom to 
which Christ’s witnesses will be exposed 
tills His return is so worded as to cover 
all the intervening years, whatever dis- 
tinct dispensational character they might 
take. The noble army of martyrs, who 
have “loved not their lives unto the 
death” (Rev. 12:11) will be an honored 
host in the day of our Lord’s triumph. 


Verse 10—“The gospel must first be 
published among all nations.” In Mat- 
thew 24:14 the emphasis is placed upon 
the Gospel of the Kingdom. Here the 
Kingdom is not mentioned, but the more 
general term “the gospel” is used, which 
covers all that God has told us about His 
blessed Son. While waiting for His re- 
turn, His servants are to give them- 
selves wholeheartedly to prockaiming 
the message of His grace. 


"Verse 31—“My words shall not pass 
away.” Some day the heavens shall be 
rolled up as a scroll and the earth and 
all in it shall be consumed by judgment 
but the 
words of Christ will remain unchanged 
and unalterable. 


Verse 32.—“Of that day and that hour 
knoweth no man... but the Father.” 
The things that are revealed are for us 
and our children. The secret things 
belong to God (Deut. 29:29). The day 
and hour of Christ’s return in glory is 
one of those secrets which the Father 
has not made known to others. 


Verse 33.—“Watch and pray: for ye 
know not when the time is,” Itis far more 
important to be watchful and prayerful 
than~-to spend time speculating as to 
when the Lord will comeback. 


Verse 34—“To every man his work.” 
This is a little parable easily read. Our 


Lord has* given some special service for 


’ each one to do, during His absence. 


Verses 35-37.—“Watch ye therefore ... 
I say unto all, Watch.” This should be 
the constant attitude of His disciples dur- 
ing His absence. 


_ The Heart of. the Lesson 


Jesus predicted His second advent, but 
the time was never revealed. So all 
His own should ever live in an attitude 
of expectancy, seeking to do His will 
and make known His Gospel till He 
returns. Prayer should be our resource 


in every hour of trial. 


- 


Last Week’s Lesson 


9. February 27.—Jesus Presents Himself 
as tHe Messiah ...... Mark 11:1 to 12:44 


Next Week’s Lesson 
{11, March 12.—Jesus Betrayed, Denied, 
and Condemned ..... Mark 14:10 to 15:20 








A Lesson Outline 
Our Lorp’s Propuetic Discourse 
Mark 13 
The disciples’ questions (vs. 1-4) 
The course of the present age (vs. 5-13) 
The time of the end (vs. 14-23) 
The second advent (vs. 24-27) 
The fig tree sign (vs. 28-33) 
The command to watch (vs. 34-37) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Neither the Son. When our Lord be- 
came man, He chose to receive His in- 
struction out of the Word of God and 
by direct revelation from the Father. 
Since the time of the second advent was 
not thus revealed, He, as man, could say 
He knew not the hour of His return. 


Applications and Summaries 

The loyal believer will seek to honor 
Christ by obeying His Word, while wait- 
ing for His return. 

Nothing can excuse us from our re- 
sponsibility to do what we can to make 
the Gospel known, while we look for- 
ward to Christ’s second coming. 

Three words stress our responsibility 
— Watch, Pray, Serve. Are you living 
up to these commands? 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT led up to our Lord’s great pro- 
phetic discourse? 


2. What should be our attitude in 
regard to Christ’s return? 


3. How may people know when Christ's 
coming draws near? 


4. Is there not some way by which we 
can compute the exact time of the second 
advent? 


5. How will He come? 

6. Why should we believe in the second 
coming of Christ? 

7. How can one watch and yet go about 
his everyday duties? 


8. Is there any hope of a permanent peace 
among the nations before Christ’s return? 


(Answers on page 129) 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 
and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leetels Oving, a Yet of the lemons 206 the 
A ped and explaining the ~ o- under which 
senigenons are accepted m be had from 
for 10 cents. $1 mf paid for each 
ilustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
| ge ions must reach the Times three mnemns 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
prs. from earlier. “Tilustration Ro 
Ta " Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
Bei — are ‘asked to 


fimit the e total sub each to 
four nitied on 

Are They Binding to You?—And the 
gospel must first be published among all 
nations (Mark 13:10). Missionary an- 
nals tell us of an old woman in China 
who was apparently a devoted Chris- 
tian but refused to join the church. 
When the missionary asked her why she 
refueed, when she loved Christ, she at 
last said there was one commandment 
she could not obey. Being old and af- 
flicted with rheumatism, she could not 
go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel. She could only tell her family 
and friends about Him. How simply 
this woman had taken for granted that 
Christ’s words to the first disciples are 
binding on every true disciple today.— 
From Baptist Leader. Sent by Mrs. S. 
Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


Dr. Bonar’s Expectation—Take ye 
heed, watch and pray: for ye know not 
when the time is (v. 33). At night as 
Dr. Horatius Bonar retired to rest, his 
last action ere he laid down to sleep was 
to draw aside the curtain and, looking 
up into the starry heavens, say: “Per- 
haps tonight, Lord?” In the morning, 
as he arose, his first movement was to 
raise the blind, and looking out upon 
the gray dawn, remark: “Perhaps to- 
day, Lord?”—From the Dawn. Sent by 
E. M. James, Toronto, Can.; and Helen 
Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


“Run . . . Looking.”—And commanded 
the porter to watch (v. 34c). A> man 
had been long away from home. His 
wife eagerly awaited his return. She 
looked for him on a certain day. This 
was wash day. The washing must be 
done. So she placed the washtub in the 


yard and took her place behind it where 


she could do the work and command a 
view of the road at the same time. She 
washed while she waited. We must be 
of like mind. There is so much to be 
done. Let us do it, always facing toward 
His coming.—From Gospel Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 
Prize illustration. 


Are You Expressing an “Opinion”?— 
Lest coming suddenly he find you sleep- 
ing (v. 36). The young playwright was” 
reading a new drama to some critics 
when he noticed that one of them was 
asleep. Stopping, he awoke the sleeper, 
and reproved him. He was reading his 
play, he said, to obtain the opinion of 
the critics. How, therefore, could a man 
who was asleep give an opinion? The 
offender pondered a moment, and then 
ended the discussion by saying, “Sleep 
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is an opinion.”—From Successful Farm- 
ing. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng.; and M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Also for Christian Soldiers——Watch 
(v. 37). Some soldiers were decorating 
their barracks room. They put up some 
mottoes cut out of gilt paper on their 
whitewashed walls. Two read thus: “At 
rest, but ready.” “At peace, but still on 
guard.” Are not these equally applicable 
to spiritual life?—From the Sunday 
Circle. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“The White Robe of Churches.”—Tell 
us, when shall these things be? (Mark 
13: 4.) If you should honor us at El 
Nidito with a visit you would likely 
be struck by the proof etchings and 
water colors of great cathedrals you will 
see upon the walls. Especially the 
lovely etchings. 

The great church etchers, like Haig 
and Fitton, have, in effect, said to me, 
“Ridgway, did you ever notice the play 
of light through the wonderful stained 
glass windows of the Cathedral of 
Amiens?” I never had. So artist Haig 
takes a plate of metal, covers it with 
wax. Where he wants it white, he 
scratches away the wax and puts on 
some acid which eats away the metal. 

Then artist Haig takes a print in black 
and white. This is followed by some 300 
more, and then the plate is destroyed. 
The prints are sold. by subscriptions for 
fifty to one hundred dollars. Haig’s 
“Burgos” (first one) which was put out 
at $60 sold the other day for $800. “Rose 
Window,” put out at $75, sold for $1,000. 
I purchased these pictures with the 
money I have earned by writing. In- 
vestments I can always see which in- 
crease in value and pay fine dividends 
in churchly ‘pleasure ! 

What has all this picture business got 
to do with the text? Lots to do with it. 
In the year 1000 Europe lay in misery 
and poverty from the inroads of Huns 
and Vikings. The real Christians had 
figured up the return of our Lord for 
the year 1000. Nothing happened. Then 
they thought they had made a mistake 
in figuring from Christ’s birth instead 
of His ascension in A.D. 33. Nothing 
happened. 

Then a wonderful thing took place. 
There came a great religious revival, 
and it manifested itself in building these 
wonderful churches. Religion and art 
went hand in hand. The architect, the 
stone and wood carver, the window 
maker, the painter produced their mas- 
terpieces for love of the Lord. Like the 
ministers, all they got was a living. 

These cathedrals were called “The 
White Robe of Churches.” 


Dean Spence’ - 
of Gloucester Cathedral tells all about 


it in his book with this title. The book 
was published in a handsomely illus- 
trated edition by Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
New York: City, 1900. 


The Answer to the When.—But of that 
day and that houy knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels . . . neither the Son, but 
the Father (v. 32). Right here you have 
the answer to the former text of ‘““‘When?” 
The earnest Christians of the years 1000 
and 1033 overlooked this Scripture, and 
many hve done the same since. The 
Scriptures unmistakably teach the pre- 
millennial return of our Lord, but it is 
the conviction of the present writer no 
figuring can locate the when. 

Farmer Jones, by consulting the crim- 
inal records, or employing “G-men,” can- 
not determine when his chicken yard 
will be raided. 

During the first World War, I was in 
Philadelphia trying to get a nice order 
from the du Ponts for our product. I 
met an old friend on the street who used 
to .live in Coatesville and who was a 
big help to me in my Rock Run Mission 
where he taught a class of boys. 

“Hello, Ridgie, what are you doing 
down here?” 

“Trying to get a nice order for our 
machinery.” 

“Man, you are fooling away your time 
hunting business. Haven’t you read the 
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papers? Allenby is in Jerusalem, and 
the Lord’s coming is right at hand !” 

“Well, Bob, all I can say is you know 
more about it than the angels and even 
the Lord Jesus Himself, according to 
Scripture. I think I’ll keep on doing 
business so that when the Lord comes 
I'll be on my toes watching for Him 
and not on my back on some flowery 
bed of ease waiting for Him.” 

Yes, I got the order and well on to a 
quarter of a century has passed. My dear 
friend Bob, one of the loveliest Chris- 
tian men I have ever known, a man who 
put himself and his money into all the 
good things for the Lord, whose daugh- 
ter became a missionary, has gone to be 
with the Lord. If the above text is true 
—and who doubts it—Bob does not 
know even now Over There in Paradise 
any answer to the when. / 


Ways of Watching.—Watch ye there- 
fore ... lest coming suddenly he find 
you sleeping (vs. 35, 36). The great 
dread of all public speakers is the. in- 
troducer. Many a good speech has been 
spoiled by this functionary. The late 
Governor Johnson of Wisconsin, who 
was in much demand as a speaker, says 
the best introduction he ever had was 
by the old German mayor of Milwaukee. 

Said the Mayor, “As mayor of this 
city it is my dooty to introduce to you 





a 
MMM 


— =>. 
LAY 
pe 


WU : 
]]f//} ZZ 
yi Be we 








ee 


sleep, but my 
heart waketh:” 
waiting for the 
coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 
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His Honor Goobernor Johnson. I haf 
now done so, und he vill now did so!” 

The best one I know is one of just 
five words. In the dark days of the 
“Panic of 1837” times were hard. There 
had been a great falling away religiously 
and wild speculation. President Andrew 
Jackson had forced the closing of the 
United States Bank. In the cities were 
soup kitchens and bread lines. 

In Boston a great meeting was called, 
and Daniel Webster, then at the height of 
his fame as an orator, was the speaker. 
He was introduced by America’s great- 
est lawyer, Mr. Rufus Choate. Mr. 
Choate, standing upon the platform, 
turned to Mr. Webster, who was seated, 
and cried, “WATCHMAN, WHAT OF 
THE NIGHT!” (Isa, 21:11, 12.) 

Mr. Webster slowly arose and replied, 
as only Webster could, “THE MORNING 
COMETH, thank God, THE MORNING 
COMETH.” And the morning did come 
in the person of Charles E, Finney, an 
evangelist from England, whom Heaven 
sent. A great revival swept over the 
land. When men turned to God, as in 
old Hebrew times, prosperity came. 

It is hard work to watch. Ask Peter, 
James, and John, who went to sleep on 
their watch. “Couldest not thou watch 
one hour?” (Mark 14:37, 38.) 

The best way to watch for the com- 
ing of our Lord is to be up and alert 
about our own and the Lord’s business. 
We talk about “dying with our boots 
on,” but we can meet the Lord in the 
air with our “boots” on. At any rate, 
this is the way this present- writer is 
watching. I will not mind taking my 
flight to meet the Lord in the air right 
off the Rock Run Road, 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


For Primary Teachers 
ByzEthel S. Low 


Topay’s SUGGESTION 
6C7T°HERE’S one thing I don’t like 
about my Sunday school class. I 
ean’t know what they say when they 
sing. I can’t tell the wceids the teacher 
says when she sings.” 

How many times we have been in the 
same predicament when somebody sang 
and we wished we could know what 
was said. But to this littie boy it was 
quite serious. He wanted to sing, and 
he tried to sing, and he had a medley 
of words that he thought the teacher 
said. His mother told him the words 
of that particular song, and the next 
Sunday when he came home, he said, 
“Mother, I listened hard, and the teacher 
doesn’t say the words you told me.” 

Teacher, try to say the words plainly 
when you sing, but whether that is pos- 
sible or not, you can teach the children 
the words of the songs before you begin 
to sing them, so they will know what 
they are singing. Gospel songs are a 
means of grace to many hearts, and 
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should have a2 place in the worship 
service of every Primary Department, 
but they are worthless if the children 
do not know the words.and what they 
mean. A few minutes each Sunday spent 
on explaining the meaning of one of the 
songs you are singing would be time 
well spent. Some of our best loved 
hymns carry more or less grotesque 
ideas to small children. For instance, 
“Shall we gather at the river?” always 
meant a picnic on a certain river, when 
I was a child. “All my doubts I bring 
to Jesus,” became through indistinct 
enunciation, “All my ducks I bring to 
Jesus,” which I sang lustily. I had no 
ducks, but if I had, I would give them 
to Jesus. “Lead, Kindly Light,” always 
brought a picture of a man with a lan- 
tern at the head of a procession, Do 
take pity on your class and teach them 
the songs! 
Topay’s LESSON 


1, The people in this lesson. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, Péter, James, 
John, and Andrew. 
2. The lesson story. 

This is that beautiful parable of the 
talents: of the man who went into a 
far country, and, before he went, di- 
vided his goods between his servants 
with authority to use them for him while 
he was gone. To one he gave five tal- 
ents, to one two, and to another one 
talent. Then he went away and was 
gone a long time, but one day he came 
back and asked for a report on his prop- 
erty. Then the servant who had five 
talents brought ten talents, for he had 
gained five, and the man who had two 
talents brought four to his master, but 
the man who had one talent came and 
brought the one talent, having gained 
nothing. You can tell the whole story, 
and then show them that it is a picture 
of Jesus Christ going away to Heaven, 
and leaving it to His servants to carry 


. the Gospel to all nations. Everyone vho 


loves the Lord Jesus has a work to do. 
Everyone has a talent given him by the 
Lord. Some day He is coming again, 
and each one is going to have to meet 
Him, and receive reward or punishment 
for what has been done. 

What kind of servant are you? Are 
you watching for your Lord’s return, 
and working while you watch? You 
know, “watching” doesn’t mean sitting 
around with your hands folded, looking 
up to heaven. Real watching means 
doing all you can to tell others about 
the Lord Jesus Christ, making each day 
count for Him. Some servants think, as 
the wicked servant did in our lesson, 
that they will give the Lord back the 
one talent He gave to them, that is His; 
but He claims more than that, each tal- 
ent should grow at least enough to pay 
interest on the one talent. The good 
servants increased their talents one hun- 
dred per cent; they doubled their talents. 
What about yours? 


One thing more, make the fact of 
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Christ’s return real to the children. 
They love to think of seeing the Lord 
Jesus. Their little hearts go out to Him 
in love, and His return holds nothing 
but joy to them. In these days, we 
should all be looking, to our lamps, for 
surely the call to comé up hither cannot 
be far away. Are we watching? 
Mopesto, CALIF. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


ID you ever visit a civilian observa- 

tion post’ for spotting planes? Have 
your parents been watchers there? Why 
were people stationed there? 

The King, about whose coming we 
heard last week, was not welcomed by all 
the people of Jerusalem. In fact, the 
rulers and religious leaders were very 
much against Him; and strange as it 
may seem to us when we think of all 
the great power He had, He let them 
have their way. He was leaving their 
city to them. But He promised that 
they would be punished by having their 
city destroyed later, and also that He 
would come back some day. 

His disciples asked Him about these 
things — when would they happen? how 
could: they know beforehand? The 
Lord’s reply to these questions will be 
among your Bible readings for this week 
(ending with Mark 12:34, 40, 44; 13:13, 
23, 31, 37). He did not give them any 
exact dates, but He did tell them the 
particular things they needed to know. 
Because they remembered His words, 
the Christians were able to escape from 
Jerusalem just in time before the Ro- 
mans surrounded it and later destroyed 
it, 

We are still waiting for His return. 
He did not want His disciples to spend 
time just looking for Him. No one could 
stand on watch and warn the people when 
He was on the way, so they could get 
ready for Him. They were always to be 
ready, for He would come unexpectedly, 
like a thief in the night, He said. And 
they would all know when He came, the 
same as one knows when it lightnings. 

Nothing to do but sit and wait? Oh, 
no! Each servant of the King has work 
to do in His Master’s absence. Listen 
to His words in Mark 13:34-37. 

What are the daily tasks He has as- 
signed to you in caring for the needs of 
all His great family? (Let the children 
consider their allotted home duties in 
this light.) Here are directions from 
His Word for carrying out this part of 
yowr work: Ecclesiastes 9:10a, Philip- 
pians 2:14. 

He also said that the Gospel must be 
made known all through the world be- 
fore He came back. Here is work He 
wants you to be doing, too. Do you ever 
tell others about Him — He wants every- 
body in (your town) to know. Do 
you give some of your spending money 





to carry the word, by missionaries, to 
other lands? Can you use your legs or 
bicycle to help your pastor or Sunday 
school teacher carry messages to the 
homes of your town? .Do you invite 
others to church and Sunday school? 
You may be sure the Lord has some task 
for you in the spread of His Gospel. It 
may look like only a little job that 
doesn’t amount to much. But it is mighty 
important whether you do it or not. 

In another story that the Lord told 
about His being gone, He said one serv- 
ant was given a big job with five things 
to look after, another servant had a 
smaller job with two. responsibilities, 
and a third servant had only one little 
task to see to—each one’s work just 
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Co wiles addresses given at the 
now historic and epoch-making First 
New; York Co on Prophecy, 
_— It is the last word on present 
events, given by some of the most 

be oved Bible teachers in America. 


Rarely does a book sell into the 
thousands, before publication, and yet 
this book;did that very thing. From 
a friend who received the book only a 
few days ago came this striking tes- 
timony: 


“I have enjoyed The Sure 
Word of Prophecy very 
much, and I think that it is by 
long odds the best book to 
send to those who are not yet 
convinced that there is any- 
thing in the whole subject. I 
am therefore enclosing my 
check and I am asking you 
to send the book to the two 
friends whose names and ad- 
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side, Albert G. Johnson, Howard W. 
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tology, in one volume, by men trusted 
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right for him. The first two got busy; 
and when the master finally returned, 
He praised them both alike, for each 
had done his best, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; thou hast been faith- 
ful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things: enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord.” But the third! 
Hadn’t he tended to that one little job? 
No, he couldn’t do it, he claimed. He 
probably was afraid to try because he 
thought he couldn’t do it, so he had just 
let it go and go; and when the master 
came, it wasn’t done. “Thou wicked 
and slothful servant,” exclaimed the mas- 
ter. And the lazy servant did not get 
a bigger task to do, (Adapted from Mat- 
thew 25:14-30.) 


“Watch ye therefore,” warned the 
King; “for ye know-not when the master 
of the house cometh” (Mark 13:35; 
Golden Text). Do you want Him to take 
you by surprise with your work. un- 
done? 


Bucksport, MAINE. 
we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how easy it is for us to be heedless and care- 
less about our watchfulness concerning Thy- 
self ! We do not lack warnings of what belongs 
to the changes in our world. We know that 
unexpected occurrences will come in the 
course of events. Help us, we pray Thee, to 
be sensitive to Thy plans, and may we be 
among those who watch steadily and ex- 
pectantly for Thy personal presence in this 
disturbed world in which we live, as those 
who await in the darkness the coming of 
the morning. So we in the shadows which 
have overcast our life in the world wait, 
in hope and assurance that Thy return to 
earth will open for us a new and glad awak- 
ening to peace and joy as the new day dawns. 
May we remember Thy word, O Lord, to 
Thy disciples, to watch and pray in readiness 
for the coming of richest blessing from Thy 
hands. We ask this in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Among the many 
duties of the disciples of our Lord is 
the duty to watch and to pray. We are 
to watch for His coming in great power, 
and to pray that all that is tangled 
and uncertain now may become the way 
of peace when His personal presence in 
charge of this world may be made known 
to us. His disciples of today are warned 
by the Lord to watch and to pray, that 
when He comes the ruling power may be 
given into His hands. When we think 
of what blessings His personal presence 
and His power will bring to pass when 
He sets things right in this distracted 
world of ours, how we shall bless His 
name and rejoice over the great changes 
that He will bring about! Do you watch 
and pray concerning His coming? Let 
us be prepared to continue with faithful 
service for Him in response to this prom- 
ised blessing. Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


“Are You PREPARED FOR 
Curist’s ComMING?” 


HAT is the grandest ‘future event 

you can think of? Give the girls 
an opportunity to express their opinions. 
They will doubtless name several events 
for which we are now praying, such as 
the end of this terrible war, the return 
to normal ways of living, or, perhaps, 
some personal anticipation. Have yow 
ever thought of the coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the greatest event that 
will ever happen in the experience of 
any of us? Are you looking forward to 
His return? Can you convince another 
about the reality and necessity of His 
coming? How are present-day occur- 
rences pointing toward the need for One 
who is greater than man to take charge 
of affairs? How can the hope of Christ’s 
coming bring comfort to us during these 
trying days? 

“Do you believe that Christ is com- 
ing again?” a neighbor asked a young 
girl the other day. 

“I don’t know,” she responded. “I 
never gave it much thought.” 

Is not this response typical of mod- 
ern youth? Let us help them to un- 
derstand this important matter. 

Why should we believe that Christ 
is coming back to earth? God prom- 
ised, through Old Testament prophets, 
that He would establish a perfect future 
Kingdom in which a righteous King 
would rule; Christ, who fulfilled the 
prophecy concerning His first advent, 
promised to return; angels announced 
His coming again; and the Holy Spirit 
inspired New Testament writers to speak 
much about this subject. 

What effect should such a hope have 
upon believers? It should serve as an 
incentive for consecrated, victorious 
Christian living, and as a goal upon 
which to anchor our faith in the reality 
of eternal life with Christ (Titus 2:12, 
13; Phil. 3:20, 21). 

What is our duty as believers while 
we are in this life? Let folks know of 
Christ, the source of our inner joy, our 
outward victory, and the goal of our 
future (Matt. 24:45, 46; Heb. 9:28). “Go 
thou thy way till the end be,” doing 
everyday things that God puts within the 
pathway (Dan. 12:12, 13). “Whether we 
wake or sleep, we should live together 
with him” (1 Thess. 5:10). 

What are the warnings that Christ 
uttered? In Mark 13 we find the words 
“take heed” repeated four times, and 
“watch” three times. Do not be deceived 
by false prophets, or false “Christs,” or 
signs or wonders that are not mentioned 
in God’s Word. Even ministers and 
church workers are sometimes deceived 
into following strange, unscriptural the- 
ories about the future, and are trying to 
drag Christian friends along with them. 
Never take up a new “belief” in order 
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to please a’ friend. If you are perplexed, 
go to the Bible, asking for guidance 
from God’s Spirit. 

Christ also warned His people about 
coming tribulation, which they could not 
evade. They must accept it, depending 
upon the Lord to carry them through 
triumphantly. For joy or trouble rely 
upon God (Psa. 50:14, 15). 

“Take heed” when prophecied events 
begin to take place, watching for Christ 
to come at any time. Live always as 
though He might call for you in the 
next few moments, “lest coming sud- 
denly he find you sleeping.” Our serv- 
ice for the Lord will have an entirely 
different motive if we are expecting Him 
to come in person while we work. 

How is Christ coming? Our text, and 
many other Scripture references tell 
that Christ is coming bodily, visibly, 
suddenly, and unexpectedly. Can you 
recall the first time you heard about 
His coming to give a kingly call for the 
believers, and how we would be “caught 
up ... in the. clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air”? Did you think, at first, that 
this would be an impossibility? How 
could such an event take place? Now, 
since you have been witnessing wonders 
almost as unusual, do you find it easier 
to believe? God’s Word is our greatest 
reason for anticipating the coming of 
Christ. “The Second Coming of Christ 
is said to be mentioned 318 times in the 
260 chapters of the New Testament and 
it occupies one in every twenty-five 
verses from Matthew to Revelation.” 
How can we doubt it? 

What will His coming do for us? He 
will make us lovely while He reveals 
His own loveliness to us (2 Thess. 1:10). 
He will make us co-rulers with Himself 
(2 Tim. 2:12). He will give rewards to 
faithful workers (Matt. 16:27; 2 Tim. 4: 
8). The last prayer in the Bible men- 
tions the Lord’s return: “Even so, come, 


Lord Jesus.” Let us make this our 
prayer. 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 124) 


1. The disciples questioned Him as to Jeru- 
salem’s destruction and the time of the end. 

2. We are to watch and pray and spread 
the Gospel through the world. 


3. Signs were given: international and in- 
terkingdom conflicts, universal Jewish per- 
secution, spread of Gospel to all nations, 
and yet a falling away of many from the 
fundamentals of the faith. 

4. No. That is one of God's secrets. 


5. Christ will return bodily, visibly, sud- 
denly, and unexpectedly. Since no time 
was set, each of us may look forward to 
His coming again — any moment of 
our lives. 


6. The Lord wants us to know and be- 
lieve in His coming or He would not have 
had it emphasized so often in His Word. 
His coming serves as an incentive for bet- 
ter Christian living, and as a glorious goal 
in the future. 


7. One’s heart may be watching in love, 
listening for His call, just as one may love 
husband or wife, and yet go about the daily 
routine. It is a heart attitude. 


8. There is not, though we should pray 
for a measure of peace, while we await 
our Lord’s return. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, He is coming back. The 
Lord Jesus Christ will suddenly ap- 
pear again upon the earth, and in the 
flesh even as He was seen by the dis- 
ciples as He ascended to the Father. 
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lesson helfes 
on the Uniform Lessons 


Union lesson helps and story papers 
are Bible-centered, undenominational, 
easy to teach and interesting to study. 
pie aay especially for the small and 

ium sized school with helps for each 
age group. FREE specimens. 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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TABERNACLE 





PuBLisHinc COMPANY 
352-B4 North Waller Ave., Chicago 44, lil. s 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
352-B4 North Waller Ave., Chicago 44, lil. 


Our Church needs new books, 
Eicese send FREE sam apte of 352-page 
Tabernacle Hymns Number Four.” 
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Address. 
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Wanted for Training 


Christian young men and young women in practical 
Psychiatric nursing. School in beautiful surroundings. 
Salary given while learning. Write: 

Director of Nurses 
Christian Sanatorium Midland Park, N. J. 





Need New Song Books? 


It costs no more to have the best 


Hymns of the 

Christian Life 
A dynamic hymnal for 
arf church age, cr =o 
the Deeper Life. 504 Songs. 


ive om- 
plete indexes. Ro notes and 
cloth 


edition only at the re- 
markably low price of $75.00 
a hundred. le copy, 85c 





The New 
Crusade Songs 


Especially designed for Evan- 
— Compeigns, Bible Con- 
erences, and Missionary Con- 
ns, 107numbers including THE 
y popular choruses. A new 
book, ideal andinexpensive. Cov- DEW CRUSADE 
ers in two colors; reinforced ma- SONGS 
nila binding. 15c; $12.50 a 100. 
Returnable sample copies will be furnished 
Pree! (1) of sound religious books, or (2) 
of papers and quarterlies. 





CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc, 
1517 N. Third Street HARRISBURG, PA. 


He Himself said He would do this. A 
number of times He said it. See, for 
instance, His statement to His disciples 
recorded in John 14:2, 3, in connection 
with Acts 1:10, 11. 


Those who have counted tell us that 
His return is directly stated or indis- 
putably implied more than three hun- 
dred times in the New Testament. Is 
it not a strange thing that Christians, 
as a rule, do not think about and speak 
about this wonderful promise more than 
they do! Even some ministers of the 
Gospel seem to be afraid to mention it. 
Is it because they do not believe His 
clearly stated promise, or are they in- 
different to it? , 

He did not say when He was coming. 
He discouraged any effort to forecast 
the time of it, but He told His disciples 
to “watch” for it. Then He added, “What 
I say unto you I say unto all, Watch” 
(Mark 13:34-37). 

And what does He mean by watching? 
Recently I have been in a number of 
homes where the conversation turned to 
the matter of someone coming back. 
Other subjects were discussed, but in- 
evitably we found ourselves talking 
again and again about this someone re- 
turning. Somebody was out across the 
seas on the battle front. Somebody who, 
it seemed, had been gone a long time; 
somebody they longed to see again. And 





ACTION TO SAVE JEWS. 


HiETLeR himself, in a recent speech, confessing the failure of his military machine, 
declared: “Our whole life, our efforts and our existence, must be directed to only 
one end — the complete extermination of Jewry all over Europe.” To carry out this 
monstrous purpose, the Nazis have already murdered more than two million Jews 


since the war began. 


No wonder so many are asking whether Israel will survive 


this greatest of all her persecutions. In answer we can only say that the Word of 
God teaches that the Jews are yet to be converted and made a blessing to the world. 


(Jer. 31:35-37; Rom. 11:1, 15-26; 
AIDING THE SUFFERERS 


Very few can comprehend the ruthless 
tortures, the mental and physical 
agonies of those Jews who 
remain in the prison house 
of Europe. Ne implore 
Christians to pray for Israel 
as never before. How 
thankful we are to have 
been able to help so many 
of these victims of Nazi 
cruelty. We maintain Hos- 
tels or Refugee Homes in 
Great Britain to which 
many have escaped. Relief 
is also given to refugees 
who have escaped to Pales- 
tine, to those released from 
internment camps in Cana- 
da and to urgent cases 
in other countries. Material 
aid is coupled with spiritual comfort and 
the opportunity to preach the Gospel. 





k. 36:25-27.) 


APPEAL TO CHRISTIANS 
Only the gifts and prayers of *Chris- 
tians enable us to continue our work. 
Do not permit our efforts 
to diminish. Consider the 
agony of these refugees, 
some very old and some 
very young. Your interest 
will keep hope alive and 
help lead many to Christ. 


= 
Please send us a gift even 
if small 
* 
Note:—FREE booklet, 


“Present Day Attempt to Destruy the 
Jews,” gladly sent on request. 


The Rev. Jacob Peltz 





THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
The Rev. Jacob Peltz, PhB., B.D., General Secretary 


Canadian Office: 
91 Bellevue Ave., Toronto, Ont. 


Dept. ST-24 


U. 8. A. Office: 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Chicago 25, DL 
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there had come a letter giving just a 
hint that he might be returning soon. 
Censorship would not permit a definite 
statement; but they were reading be- 
tween the lines and grasping at the 
straw of a hint. Just the suggestion 
aroused the most animated discussion. 
How would he look? Into what door 
would he come? What should be done 
in the meantime by the homefolks to 
make that return a glad and joyous one? 
A thousand things to think of. Oh, 
what a time of rejoicing it would be! 

The greatest and most glorious of all 
coming back will be the return of the 
Lord Jesus for His own. He has said 
He is coming, and He never broke a 
promise. And He has not left us without 
anything to do about it. He has said 
to “watch” for Him. And we will be 
trying to do the things we know would 
please Him as He arrives, 


Avon Park, FLA. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, Mareh 5 


IV. Let’s Prove Our Neighborliness 
(Luke 10:25-37) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


F THERE is one thing taught by the 

parable of the Good Samaritan, 
around which our prayer meeting for 
this- week is centered, it is that neigh- 
borliness is something more than an at- 
titude, and more than a mere tolerance 
or good will or a detached interest. The 
Good Samaritan had “compassion” on 
the man who had fallen among thieves. 
“Compassion” has been correctly defined 
as, “pity in action.” Compassion can 
never be satisfied merely by feeling 
sorry for another. It must result in a 
definite effort to help. 


pd 

It may seem somewhat out of place, 
while we are in the midst of a great 
world war, for our nation to think about 
neighborliness, for instance, to the Ger- 
man people and to the Japanese. But 
there is a sense in which these people 
have indeed fallen among thieves. They 
may have been willing enough, in the 
beginning, to put the destiny of their 
nations in the hands of unprincipled 
men, and to follow the vain boasts and 
promises of these men. Nevertheless 
the German people and the Japanese 
people have certainly been exploited 
and robbed and beaten by those who 
profess to be their deliverers. As such 
they deserve our compassion and our 
help. 

8 


But we also need to see that help can- 
not always be given in exactly the same 
way that the Samaritan gave it to the 
man who fell among thieves. Had the 
man by the roadside been a bahdit, tem- 
porarily disabled, the Good Samaritan 
might have found it necessary to admin- 
ister a different kind of treatment. The 
greatest kindness he doubtless then could 
have shown such a one would have been 
to deliver him to the authorities, where 
he might be made to pay the penalty 
for his misdeeds, and be brought to his 
senses and to the realization that crime 
does not pay. Just so, as a nation, our 
treatment of some peoples must neces- 
sarily be first a disciplinary one, so that 
they may be brought to the realization 
of their mistakes and started on the 
road to national righteousness, 

ye 

Individually, as we have seen from 
the last three prayer meetings, the great- 
est good we can do to any neighbor is 
to bring him in touch with the Lord 
Jesus Christ who, as the great Physician, 


of whom the Good Samaritan is a type, 
can bind up his wounds and provide 
for his future keeping and bring him 
into a safe place. It is a fine thing, 
as individuals, to do deeds of kindness 
to those we meet, and to those who live 
on the same street, or who work beside 
us in the shop or in the office, or who 
go to school with us. And Christians, 
of all people, ought to be careful to 
show such acts of kindness and thought- 
fulness and good will and sympathy. 
But if, doing all of these things, we fail 
to point needy ones to the Lord Jesus 
and to make sure that they get to know 
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sacred Jriod 


While the men are at war, ache, 
more women will do the . 
singing. This new book con- 
tains musical arrangements 
that are well within the 
range of the average group 
of women's voices. 48 pages, 
octavo size, printed on 
good clear paper from 
large plates, bound in fine 
cardboard binding. Price 
only 60c each. Order today. 
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Him, we have~-withheld from them the 
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“To know EVERYTHING about... 


THE SECOND COMING of CHRIST 


TWO VOLUMES of “50 Progressive Messages On the 
Second Coming of Christ"—100 subjects, 1,000 pages— 
from Genesis to Revelation, every subject Filly ond Scr 
weally Discaddd by Uh Binie -Renouned tumgelitt, Bible 
Teacher, Successful Author, Radio Personality. Millions 
have marveled at his grasp of the Bible—found comfort 
in his teaching, and in the help and encouragement he 
gives from the pulpit. 


Check This Partial Litt of Subjects 


Stimulating material to help you deliver that ser- 
ies of sermons on the Second Coming, or to teach 
your Sunday School Class the truth of His Return. 














Subject: Subject: 
1. Pre- or Post-Millennial—Which? 43. The Two Witnesses. 
2. The First R ti Rapt 





or Rap . geddon. 

3. The Wedding and Marriage Supper. 57. Set-up of Christ's Government.\\ 
9. The Result of Christ's Coming in the Air.66. New Earth. 

1l. The 6 Things Accomplished by the 7Yrs,71. The a 7 ts and Brethren. * 
12. The Anti-Christ. 72. The Two 000" 

13. The Sevén Heads and the Ten Horns, 73. The Gathering of Gentile Nations 
14. Anti-Christ Killed and 76. The 1.000 Years Reign of Christ. 

16. The Biography of the Anti-Christ. 79. The Three Hi 

19. The False phet. 83. Angels of Heaven 

21. The Reason for the Mark of the Beast. 86. Biography of 

23. The Reason for the Seven Seals. 87. 

29. The Reason for the Seven Trumpets. 91. Satan’s 

32. The Reason for. the Seven Bowls. $3. People on 

39. The City of Petra. 
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McBIRNIE PUBLICATIONS ASSOCIATION 
P. O. Box 267, Norfolk (1), Va. 


Enclosed please find $3.00 for your two volumes 


of books, namely, “Fifty Progressive Messagds on 
the Second Coming of Christ”, and “Fifty Pro- 
oe Messages from Armageddon to New 
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GREETING CARDS 
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y WANTED FOR TRAINING 


between the ages of 18 and 35. 18 
pi be maternity course offered. Apply The Super- 

intendent of Nurses, The Salvation Army Grace 
Hospital, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 





“ALL the Words of Christ, and 
ONLY the Words of Christ’’ 


A condensed and simplified comparative arrangement! 
Excellent for teachers, students, and for busy people 
who give little time to the Bible. 
Cloth bound, $1.00; paper bound, 50 cents 
CRUSADER BOOK CO. 
1206 Regent Avenue Cincinnati 29, Ohio 
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sters?” MET one Wokiote lor only 25 cents 
postpaid. Order‘from Dr. Robert L. Evans, 
125 Stockbridge Avenue, Alhambra, Calif. 


Mothers and Fathers 


Will you kindly send me the name and address of your 

or girl in the forces and I shall send them a 

check” with their name on it poses at The Bank of 

in Christ Jesus, also a few tracts that are fun- 
helpful. Write to 


BRIGHTON B. WEAVER Dept. SS Alburtis, Pa. 








greatest kindness we can possibly show. 
In Him, others will find a sympathy 
and a love and a provision that utterly 
transcends anything that we can do or 
say. Why withhold from them the best? 
8 
How many of those, who in the light 
of the parable of the Good Samaritan 
may be considered your neighbors to- 
day, have you won for Christ, or at 
least sought to win? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
vg 


My Debt to the Sunday School 


(Continued from second page) 


build up their Sunday schools. Let par- 
ents make the best use of the Sunday 
school by not merely sending their chil- 
dren, but going with them regularly to 
study God’s Word in the Sunday school. 

If it hadn’t been for that godly woman 
who led my father to Christ—! I sup- 
pose my father might have been taught 
by someone with less soul-winning zeal, 
and not have been won to Christ in the 
Sunday school. Certainly not all Sun- 
day school teachers have a zeal and bur- 
den for their pupils’ salvation. Not all 
Sunday schools set themselves as they 
should to win their members to Christ. 
I have known Sunday school teachers 
who did little more than entertain the 
children with any sort of story or activ- 
ity in the lesson period. They wasted 
those precious moments that should have 
been given to teaching God’s own Word 
with a view to winning youthful hearts 
to Christ: Much depends on the teacher 
in any Sunday school. 





Let 








CONTINUE RUSHING the GOSPEL to the RUSSIANS! 


“THE FIRST CECADE OF PROGRESS,” depicting through 125 photographs the first ten 
glorious and successful years of our Russian work, is sent free to all who send a gift for the 
work. Thousands have been reached with the Gospel, hundreds have accepted Christ. 
Quantities of Russian literature have been distributed in North America and foreign coun- 
tries. Recently we sent Gospel literature to Soviet Russia. 


Our Present Aims and Obligations! 


The continued support of home and foreign missionaries, in 12 countries, including 
Soviet Russia. 


Print thousands of Russian hymn books and other Gospel literature. 
Russian Bible Institute, Toronto, Canada. All instruction in the Russian language. 
Send new missionaries to South America and Alaska." 


Russian broadcasts: Every Sunday from New York City; occasionally from Chicago; six 
times weekly over HCJB, Quito, Ecuador. This is a tremendous opportunity to 
evangelize the Slavic speaking people. 


Your Opportunity and Responsibility! 
Pray for the needy Russian people and our missionaries who minister to them. 
Send gifts to help us maintain this work. 


RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, INC. 


PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 
Dept. SST CHICAGO 1, ILLINOIS 


INustrated RUSSIAN GOSPEL NEWS sent free upon request. 


64 W. RANDOLPH STREET 


Our Tenth Annual Missionary Rally will be held from March 2nd to 5th, at Meety & Church, Chicago. Dr. 
— Smith will be the principal speaker. Several Russian missionaries will take part. Outstanding 
program. 
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To be effective, the Sunday school. 


teacher must know Christ in a personal 
experience of salvation, must be conse- 
crated to the teaching of God’s owh 
Word, which is able to make us wise 
unto salvation, must be filled with a 
loving concern for the salvation of the 
unsaved members of the class, and must 
make the effort in personal work needed 
to win each member of the class to the 
Saviour. 

God give us Sunday schools staffed 
with devoted, soul-winning teachers! 
To that end, let superintendents pray for 
wisdom in choosing teachers. Let them: 
ever labor, with the pastor, to inculcate 
a soul-winning zeal in the teaching staff. 
Let Sunday schools hold teacher train- 
ing classes that include instruction in 
the teacher’s responsibility to win pupils 
to Christ, and show them how to do it. 
Without teachers who seek the salvation 
of pupils, the Sunday school must fail 
of its highest possibilities, 

If it hadn’t been for the grace of 
God—! The institution? Yes. The 
godly teacher? Yes. But both were 
means whereby the grace of God reached 
my father’s soul. Without God and His 
grace, the Sunday school and the teacher 
will not get far. “Without me ye can 
do nothing” (John 15:5). That casts 
us upon the Lord. We may organize; 
we may toil; we may make a consider- 
able showing after the sight of the eyes; 
and yet if God be not in our working, 
if His grace be not at work through us, 
there will be no soul-saving work done, 
no matter what else is done. 

So besides study, training, personality, 
and organization there must be prayer, 
— constant, earnest prayer. Let us pray 


that God will impart the Holy Spirit - 


to our pupils. Let us pray that His 
Word may do its mighty work in their 
souls. Let us pray in private. Let us 
have staff prayer meetings. “Ye have 
not, because ye ask not” must often be 
said of the lack of the evidences of God's 
grace in our pupils’ lives. But where 
prayer underlies all we do, God will be 
in our effort, and the working of His 
grace will appear. 


we 


Children at Hone 


Jimmy’s Lesson 
By William J. Murdoch 


6¢ TIMMY !” 

“Yes, Mother.” Jimmy Reynolds 
skipped to the kitchen where his mother 
was preparing supper. 

“Daddy has to work late tonight,” Mrs. 
Reynolds said, “so you'll have to take 
your little shovel and throw some ashes 
on the sidewalk out by the corner of the 
lot. It’s very icy, and someone may fall 
and hurt himself if we don’t scatter ashes 
on it.” 

“Yes, Mother,” Jimmy said. He put 
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on his hat and coat, took his shovel from 
the kitchen closet, and went out of the 
batk door. 

But on his way to the ash pile, which 
stood in the lot next to his house, Jimmy 
met his friend Fred Taylor. 


“Hello, Jimmy !” Fred called. “Say, let’s 
have a wrestle here in the snow. Ill 
bet I can put you down!” 


So the two boys started to wrestle in 
friendly fashion. They had great sport 
in the snow, and Jimmy forgot all about 
the icy sidewalk. They played until 
darkness had crept across the lot. Then 
they said good night, and both boys hur- 
ried to their homes. 


“My, you were gone a long time !” said 
Mrs. Reynolds when Jimmy came in. 
“Did you put ashes on the walk?” 


Then Jimmy remembered. He was 
ashamed of himself for having forgotten. 
So, for the first time in his life, he told an 
untruth. “Yes, Mother,” he said, not look- 
ing her in the eyes; “yes, I threw ashes 
on the walk.” 


-“That’s a good boy, Jimmy. Now wash 
up. , Supper’s ready.” 


But Jimmy didn’t eat very much. He 
was too busy thinking about the side- 
walk and the ashes and the wrong story 
he had told. 


He was still thinking about them when 
he climbed into bed. He.couldn’t sleep. 
If he had told the truth, if he had told 
his mother he had forgotten all about 
the sidewalk, perhaps she would have 
scattered ashes on it. But he hadn’t, and 
now maybe someone would fall and hurt 
himself. 


Jimmy sat up in bed. He was fright- 
ened. Suppose his father slipped on the 
ice on his way home from work and was 
very seriously hurt, just because Jimmy 
had not told the truth? 

Suddenly Jimmy threw the covers 
aside and ran downstairs to the living 
room. 


“Mother,” he said quickly. “I must tell 
you the truth. I didn’t put ashes on the 
sidewalk. I was playing with Fred and 
forgot all about it. I told you a wrong 
story, Mother, and I couldn’t sleep —” 


A kind light shone in Mrs. Reynolds’ 
eyes. “I know, Jimmy,” she said. “I 
wanted to make sure you had scattered 
enough ashes, so right after supper, while 
you were getting undressed, I went out. 
Then I learned the truth. So I did your 
job.” 

Jimmy hung his head. 

“But in a way, I’m very glad this hap- 
pened, Jimmy,” she said. “Now you 
know the best way to do a job is to do 
it right away. And, what’s more im- 
portant, you know you can’t be happy 
unless you always tell the truth.” She 
smiled at him. “Now you'd better skip 
off to bed.” 


Jimmy threw his arms around his 
mother and hugged her tight. “Yes, 


Mother !” he said. Then he ran upstairs 
and climbed into bed once more. In a 
twinkling he was asleep, because he 
knew he had told the truth. 
CANTON, OHIO. 
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The 1943 Index 


HE Index to the 1943 issues of THe 
Sunpay ScHoot Times will not be 
completed for several weeks. Further 
announcement will be made when it is 
ready for distribution, and orders will be 
welcome and promptly filled at that time. 


we 
With the New Books 


Successful Sunday School Attendance 
Plans. By Imogene McCaig. (David C. 
Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, Ill., paper 
cover, 50 cents.) Here is a practical 
manual for hard-pressed Sunday school 
workers. The first eleven chapters, 
broken up into short, pithy paragraphs, 
discuss such subjects as a survey of the 
community, the need for a goal, a “come 
to Sunday school campaign,” and how 
to get the children in. Posters and in- 
vitation cards are reproduced. The 41 











winning souls for Christ 


Not so unusual . . . it’s just that he 
knows his Bible well enough to help 
o—_ find Christ. . . . Knowing his 

ible was no accident . . . he let Moody 
home study courses make it easier... 


“I am still working on the railroad... 
preach at the county jail practically 
every Sunday, and have had 36 pro- 
fessed converts in the past five months’ 


Would you like to know how to lead 
others to Christ, like this conductor? 
A Moody home study course will help 
you, too. For details write Dept. S.¢24 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
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A soldier in Guadalcanal wrote his 
mother: 

“I have been reading my New Testa- 
ment which the Chaplain gave me from 
the American Bible Society and it has 
caused me to think very seriously about 
my. soul and the future. 

Tam writing you, Mom, to ask that 

ou read with me a chapter from the 
ew Testament each day...and I will 
feel that somehow we are 





truly invincible. Let all unite to make 
it a real power in our lives. 


A Plan 100 Years Old Today! 


You help this work and yourself when 
you purchase an American Bible So- 
ciety Annuity Agreement. Under this 
Plan you receive a regular income as 
long as you live. Send for the booklet 
“A Gift That Lives?’ MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





united ...and if I come 




















‘ 
beck, the Church aad the i American Bible Society « Bible House, New York 22, N.Y. 
Bible will mean more than ‘ (C Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-17 
ever in our lives” ' entitled ““A Gift That Lives”’ a 
ves. :t CII enclose $ to provide Testaments for young 
AC wt ‘ men in our armed forces. 

Only the Bible can ane 
make this nation D tion 

Address... 

City. State. 
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° 
” Present-Day Trends cx 
‘Welld-wide Apostasy” 
By Rev. W. O. H. Garman 
will be sent FREE to any who will write. 
This 24-page booklet is an “eye-opener” on 


the drift to modernism and infidelity in our 
nation today. 


INDEPENDENT FUNDAMENTAL CHURCHES OF AMERICA 
2230S. 52nd Avenue - os Cicero 50, IMlinois 


Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
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For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
oung Foasie’ sand Missionary Socie- 
ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 


WANTED — novusexcerer for Narses Home 
Evangelical Christian faith. Write: 
Director of Nurses 
Christian Sanatorium - Midland Park, N. J. 





pages of chapters 12 and 13. are frankly 
devoted entirely to advertisements of 
David C. Cook products for. Sunday 
school work, though they have a. place 
here as they give illustrations, descrip- 
tions, and prices of materials valuable 
in increasing Sunday schooi attendance. 
The last chapter gives five steps in effi- 
cient teaching. 


Junior Leadership Manual. By Ina S. 
Lambdin, (S.S. Board of Southern Bap- 
tist Convention, Nashville, Tenn., cloth, 
60 cents; paper, 40 cents.» “Getting Ac- 
quainted with the Juniors” is cne chap- 
ter in this meaty little volume which is 
a regular course in the Baptist Training 
Union, for which credit is given. It takes 
up briefly every angle of work with the 
Junior child, giving practical instruction 
in child: psychology and methods of 
teaching and organization. It is refresh- 
ingly clear on the Bible and the need 
of winning the child to a definite decision 
to accept Christ as Saviour. The work 











e Adults 

«Young People 
e Seniors 

e Intermediates 

e Juniors 

¢ Primary 


FAITHFUL TO 


GOD'S WORD 


Lesson Quarterlies sought and loved by many. Cover every 
Department and follow the International Lesson topics. 
Also Leaflets and S. 5S. Papers.: 


The Bible Expositor and Iluminator 


A full and complete Lesson Commentary. 192 pages—3 
Monthly Parts each quarter—768 pages a year. Each Lesson 
carefully introduced and treated verse by verse. A wide vari- 
ety of valuable suggestions. All the material is Christ-centered. 


% Write for Sample Lesson 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Cleveland, Ohio 
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is well arranged, with sets of questions 
for examinations, but it will also prove 
an acceptable study book for the Junior 
teacher’s personal reading. 


Saved to the Uttermost. By the Rev. 
I. R. Wall. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York City 10, $1.50.) In offering these 
expositions on Hebrews, Mr. Wall states 
his purpose as that of meeting a great 
world crisis with a great Gospel. His 
eleven chapters deal with the cardinal 
doctrines of sin, salvation, grace, resur- 
rection victory, and the deity and priest- 
hood of Christ. That the author is a 
theologian is often demonstrated, as he 
argues conclusively against eradication of 
the sinful nature, divine healing, and the 
possibility of a born-again believer ever 
becoming ‘an apostate, _ : 

It is interesting to note, however, that 
Mr. Wall does not approve of mere-be- 
lief as a condition of salvation, but urges 
waiting on God and praying through, not 
for forgiveness -which was already 


- granted on Calvary, but for assurance, 


or as he says, “for God to tell the ‘sin- 
ner that he is a Christian.” 

Some chapters are completely outlined 
and all contain much expository material 
of use to Bible students, 


Hitler’s Short Day. By C. Gordon 
Brownville, D.D. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) The 
six sermon talks which make up this 
series are rather amazing in their sur- 
prise element. For “The First Jewish 
Submarine Commander” turns out to be 
Jonah, whose experiences when rightly 
understood spell defeat for Hitler. “The 
Dictator Who Forsook a Lion Cub for 
a Jew Gobbler” is Mussolini. And “The 
Twentieth Century Queen Esther” is 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek. The most de- 
spised man in the world today is com- 
pared to Haman and a comparison is 
also drawn between Joshua’s Long Day 
and Hitler’s Short Day. 

But in every case these comparisons 
are tied to personal spiritual problems 
as well as to those of the present world 
situation. In closing, Boston’s Tremont 
Temple pastor cries out that Yamamoto 
will not dictate terms in the White 
House, but Christ waits to sign the peace 
covenant in the White House of every 
soul that believes! Thrilling war illus- 
trations add to the book’s helpfulness. 


When Skeletons Come Out of the 
Closets! By John R. Rice, D.D. (Sword 
of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Ili, 
$1.) A certain church in England has 
engraved over one of its doors an ex- 
hortation to preach the Gospel “as a 
dying man to dying men.” Dr. Rice is 
a preacher of this sort, and never more 
so than in these personal appeals. From 
the first, which as the title implies, has 
to do with skeletons in the closet, to 
the eleventn on “The Bible’s Last In- 
vitation,” they are conscience-arousing 
messages on sin, death, hell, and the 
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judgment and also the Father’s extended 
mercy. Story pictures are many, and 
one of the most representative is that of 
a brief dialogue between pastor and 
seeker wherein the former exclaims, 
“Why, to believe means that you supply 
the sinner and God supplies the Sav- 
iour.” 

Each chapter finishes with a aie 
covenant letter which may be copied and 
sent Dr. Rice at Wheaton. And the 
whole arrangement is not only splendid 
grist for the revivalist, but one of the 
best in books to give or lend, wrapped 
in prayer, to the reading unbeliever. 


Highways of Christian Living. By Elgin 
S. Moyer. (Moody Press, Chicago 10, $1.) 
If, as Dr. Max Reich says, the Lukan 
writings may be called “Paul made 
easy,” then Dr. Moyer’s Radio-School- 
of-the-Bible talks might be known as 
“Luke’s Book of Acts Made Easy.” For 
he builds its teaching into a highway, 
the gate of which is his opening mes- 
sage, “The Joy of Finding Salvation.” 
The first milestone, “The Home of the 
Spirit,” contains much to quicken one’s 
faith in a present actual infilling of the 
Holy Ghost and relates by the way the 
satisfying experiences of Moody and F. 
B.. Meyer. Other chapter-journeys, such 
as “The School of Prayer,” “The Secret 
of Guidance,” and “The Path of Vic- 
tory,” present the truths implied in their 
titles in such a way that the reader not 
only feels their practical fitness but the 
obligation to begin at once applying 
them to everyday life. 


Forty Gospel Hymn Stories. By George 
W. Sanville. (Rodeheaver-Hall Mack Co., 
Winona Lake, Ind., $1.) “I cannot see the 
sunset, but some day I shall see my Sav- 
iour face to face,” exclaimed Fanny 
Crosby to Dr. Munhall, who was de- 
scribing the evening colors to the blind 
singer. This led to her lovely hymn, 
“Some Day the Silver Cord Will Break.” 


The incident is just a part of one of the 
forty stories told by Mr. Sanville. The 
arrangement of this collection is un- 
usually good, for the words and music of 
the hymns are given in full on the pages 
facing the stories. Such well-known 
hymns are included as: “The Old Rug- 
ged Cross,” “When the Roll Is Called Up 
Yonder,” “Does Jesus Care?” “He 
Lives!” and “God Understands,” — and 
many others. If a pastor, Sunday school 
superintendent, or song leader tells these 
stories, his audience will sing more 
héartily and with a better understanding 
of how the words and music came to be. 


The March of God in the Age-Long 
Struggle. By John J. Wicker, D.D. 
(Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn., 
$2.25.) Unusual, attractive, and chal- 
lenging is this march in quick time 
through the Bible from Genesis to Rev- 
elation. It lends itself well to a mas- 
tery of the whole Book in its wide sweep. 
The waywardness of man is shown, his 
actions and motives analyzed as revealed 
in Scripture, but over and above all is 
seen the march of God in untroubled 
calm toward the fulfillment of His own 
great purposes. Many outlines of single 
books give meaty little studies. Dr. 
Wicker’s style is terse, epigrammatic, 
and his staccato-like sentences and brief 
paragraphs fairly scintillate with fresh 
and unexpected angles of truth. 


Shall the Pope Be “Supreme Arbiter” 
Among the Nations? By J. B. Rowell. 
(Published by the Canadian Protestant 
League, Jarvis Street Baptist Church, 
Toronto, Can., 50 cents.) The incessant 
intrigues which the papacy has been 
carrying on behind the scenes during 
the present war make this 60-page col- 
lection of documentary matter a useful 
handbook for our time. Mr. Rowell has 
brought together a great deal of mate- 
rial which is not elsewhere assembled in 
so brief a compass. The National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews is giving 
the nation soothing-syrup and spends 
nearly $400,000 to that end. What our 
people really need is to be shaken awake 
regarding the irrepressible, conflict be- 
tween the Jesuit and free institutions. 
Mr. Rowell is well named. His book is 
a real spur to thought and action, 


Land of Suspense. By Eivind Berg- 
grav. (Augsburg Publishing House, 425 
S. 4th St., Minneapolis, Minn., $1.50.) In 
the absence in England of the King and 
Government of Norway, Bishop Berg- 
grav (Lutheran) of Oslo is almost the 
titular head of the Norwegian people, 
and a commanding figure he is. In his 
little book, “Land of Suspense,” he ap- 
pears in another setting and in a quieter 
réle as shepherd of the most northern 
Christian diocese in the world, that of 
Hadlogaland, province of Norway. It is 
a book of notes on general conditions, 
Northern psychology, religious attitudes 
and experiences, by one who for some 
years had most intimate contacts with 
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By Louise M. Novotny, 282 pages, $2. 
Encyclopedia of plans and material 
for 61 special days in church and 
Sunday school. Appropriate pro- 
grams, dramas, playlets, talks, read- 
ings, recitations, etc., all new and 
unique but tried and practical. 
SPECIAL DAYS IN THE CHURCH 
SCHOOL is the most complete book 
of its kind; usable for years; should 
be in every church library. 


ALSO popular are Standard’s indi- 
vidual special days program book- 
lets—Easter, Mother’s, Children’s, 
Father’s, Rally Day, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas; price 25c each. 
Temperance and Promotion Day 
booklets also available; 35c each, 


Order Som . eae 
y eee OE A 
The Standard Publishing Co. 







8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati, 3, Ohio 
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these isolated, hard-pressed, yet substan- 


tial people. Bishop Berggrav also vis- 
ited the coal miners of Spitzbergen who 
live in total darkness much of the year. 
Especially attractive are his accounts of 
the religious instruction of Norwegian 
children. A book of information and 
of charm! 


Keswick in London, 1943. (Marshall, 
Morgan and Scott, Ltd., 7 Milford Lane, 
Strand, London, W.C. 2, England, 2 
shillings 9 pence.) Since the Keswick 
meetings could not be held, as they had 
been for so many years, in the town of 
that name in the beautiful lake district, 
the ‘trustees arranged a _ convention 
which was held in St. Paul’s Church, 
Portman Square, London, July 19-23. 
Here’ are the seventeen addresses, day 
by day, with an introduction by E. L. 
Langston. Here once again is the Kes- 
wick message, — of victory in Christ, the 
life of faith, power for service, — which 
has been of untold blessing to multitudes. 
There are Bible readings on “The Seven- 
fold Blessing of the Spirit,” by W. Gra- 
ham Scroggie, and messages by W. W. 
Martin, E. L. Langston, W. H. Aldis, Rob- 
ert A. Laidlaw, and others. This volume 
is smaller than the old style reports, be- 
ing a pocket size. 


Modern Discovery and the Bible. By 
Dr. A. Rendle Short. (Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, 64 E. Lake St., 
Chicago 1, $1.30.) Some Moral Difficul- 
ties of the Bible. By H. E. Guillebaud. 
(Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, $1.) 
Dr. Short’s book is an enlargement of his 
earlier, “The Bible and Modern Re- 
search,” which, up to its appearance, was 
almost the best brief book ever pub- 
lished to quiet and satisfy student doubts. 
To it is now added new and weighty 
evidence, especially in the line of criti- 
cal examination of the fading theory of 
evolution and in the exposition of the 
results of more recent archeological ex- 
cavation and study. There are 180 con- 
densed pages of valuable data, new much 
of it to readers. One can hardly speak 
too highly of this book. Rendle Short 
is Fellow of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons and Professor of Surgery in the 
University of Bristol. 

Archdeacon Guillebaud was a brilliant 
scholar at the University of Cambridge, 
having there attained the unusual honor 
of Double Firsts. His little book is ad- 
mirably developed, full of suggestive ex- 
planation and reasonings, and also suited 
to help college students and thoughtful 
youth generally. 


More Parables for Little People. By J. 
W. G. Ward, D.D., Litt.D. (F. H. Revell 
Co., New York 10, N. Y., $1.50.) A book 
of short stories is an asset to the worker 
with children or young people. Here 
are thirty-four stories, interesting, well- 
told, some legendary or pure fiction, but 
all plausible and true to life, and each 
ending with a clear lesson or moral. 
Older children will themselves read and 


>. 


reread the book with pleasure, but those 
of the Primary and Junior age will ap- 
preciate best hearing them read or told. 
They are not too long for bedtime stories. 
On the closing page is a list of Scripture 
texts, one of which fits each story in 
the book. 


Some Milestones of the Spirit. By Wil- 
liam H. Richie. (Christian Life Litera- 
ture Fund, 1201 Chestnut St., Philadel- 
phia 7, 25 cents.) The secretary of the 
American Scripture Gift Mission, an or- 
thodox Friend, and secretary of the 
Philadelphia Fundamentalists, here re- 
calls outstanding spiritual experiences in 
his own life. Beginning with his con- 
version under Gypsy Smith in 1907, he 
tells of the influence of Modernism on 
his own life at Cornell, how he was 
brought back to the truth at a Victori- 
ous Life Conference at Princeton; of an- 
swers to prayer for healing, comfort in 
sorrow, and guidance in his own family 
and in his varied Christian service; of 
personal work, when some refused and 
some received; and of foundation doc- 
trines which mean much to him today. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 28 to March 5 


Mon.—Mark 13:3-10. 
Warning against Deceivers. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Take heed lest 
any man deceive you.” Falsehood 
abounds everywhere you go in this world 
of sin. Tongues are employed by Satan 
as instruments of lying, because the ten- 
dency toward this evil lies in the heart. 
Every Christian should be free from de- 
ceit. Christ had no guile in His mouth. 
We should beware of those who teach 
falsehood. Workers of iniquity preach 
lies and impose upon others by false- 
hood. They should be rebuked and 
avoided. The kisses of an enemy are de- 
ceitful. Pray for God’s missionaries in 
war-torn lands. 


Tues.—Mark 13:31-37. Watching for the Lord. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Watch ye there- 


fore . . . lest coming suddenly he find 
you sleeping.” ‘Watch for the return of 
Christ. How? Like children for a re- 


turning father, like a servant for his 
master, and like a bride for the bride- 
groom. Since we know not the hour our 
Lord may come, we must be ready every 
hour for His appearing. Do you love His 
appearing? Does your hope of it make 
you careful to be ready for your Lord? 
Pray for a deeper love for the return of 
the Lord. 


Wed.—Matthew 24:45:51. Wisdom in Watching. 

PrRaYER SuccestTions: “A faithful and 
wise servant.” It is your wisdom to avoid 
as many evils in the world as you can. 
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God has given us all a command to 
watch (Rev. 3:2; see also Mark 13:37). 
It is folly not to watch for God-given 
opportunities and against Satan’s temp- 
tations. “The wise man’s eyes are in 
his head” (Eccles. 2:14). Certainly only 
the wise will understand and be watch- 
ful and prayerful. Pray. for greater 
labors for the conversion of sinners. 
Thurs.—Luke 12:35-40, 
Blessedness in Watching. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord when he cometh 
shall find watching.” Christians are al- 
ways to be on guard. Only such as are 
on guard will be happy in the Lord, and 
useful in His work. Note two verses of 
Scripture on this point from the lips of 
Christ: the first spoken of earth; the 
second from Heaven (Luke 12:37; Rev. 
16:15). Since all are liable to temptation 
to leave off watching, let us pray for 
grace to be obedient to Christ in all 
things. Pray for Christians who seem to 
be careless about the coming of Christ. 
Fri.—1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, 
Watch and Be Sober. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Let us watch and 
be sober.” Danger faces the soul in every 
direction. Therefore — “watch.” Be more 
than watchful; be sober. Sobriety ‘in 
body, in mind, and spirit is commanded 
of God (1 Pet. 1:13; 5:8). We should 
exhibit sobriety in speech, dress, and 
opinions. Estimate your own character 
and work soberly. Ministers, their wives, 
officers of churches, and all Christians 
are required of God to be sober in all 
things (1 Tim. 1:8; 3:11; 1 Thess. 5:6-8). 
Pray for a cleansing work of the Spirit 
among Christians everywhere. 
Sat.—2 Timothy 4:1-8. 
“Watch Thou in All Things.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But watch thou 
in all things.” Like Timothy, we too 
need to watch at all times and in all 
things. All times are opportunities to 
get and to do good, and they are so many 
occasions of either blessing or trouble. 
We should always be watching for God’s 
leading, for Christ’s coming, against 
Satan’s work, against temptation without, 
and the roots of bitterness within. Min- 
isters especially, above all men, need to 
be on guard against the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil.. Pray for all Gospel min- 
isters. 
Sun.—1 Peter 5:6-11. Vigilance and Victory. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, as 
a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: whom resist.” 
Christ was always on guard against 
Satan and wicked men. As a Chris- 
tian you have foes without and ene- 
mies within. Watchfulness is neces- 
sary at all times, everywhere. As 
your eyes are always on guard let 
your souls be watchful against sin. 
God requires this of His people. 
Christian vigilance is illustrated by 
Christ in Luke 12:35, 36. Pray for 
the needful awakening of the church. 
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